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A 1st grade school teacher had twenty-six students 
in her class. She presented each child in her 
classroom the 1st half of a well-known proverb and 
asked them to come up with the remainder of the 
proverb. It’s hard to believe these were actually 
done by first graders. 
 
1. Don’t change horses….until they stop racing 
2. Strike while the ….bug is close. 
3. It’s always darkest before….Daylight Saving 
Time. 
4. Never underestimate the power of ….termites. 
5. You can lead a horse to water but….how? 
6. Don’t bite the hand that….looks dirty. 
7. No news is….impossible. 
8. A miss is as good as a….Mr. 
9. You can’t teach an old dog new….math. 
10. If you lie down with dogs, you’ll….stink in the 
morning. 
11. Love all, trust….me. 
12. The pen is mightier then the…pigs. 
13. An idle mind is….the best way to relax. 
14. Where there’s smoke there’s….pollution. 
15. Happy the bride who….gets all the presents. 
16. A penny saved is…not much. 
17. Two’s company, three’s….the Musketeers. 
18. Don’t put off till tomorrow what….you put on 
to go to bed. 
19. Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry 
and….you have to blow your nose. 
20. There are none so blind as….Stevie Wonder. 
21. Children should be seen and not….spanked or 
grounded. 
22. If at first you don’t succeed….get new batteries. 
23. You get out of something only what you….see 
in the picture on the box. 
24. When the blind lead the blind….get out of the 
way. 
25. A bird in the hand….is going to poop on you. 
26. Better late than….pregnant. 
 
 
 
10 of the Strangest New Year’s 
Traditions   
 
1. In Denmark, people save all of their unused 
dishes and plates until December 31st when they 

affectionately shatter them against the door of all 
their friends and family. 
 
2. In Spain, the New Year’s tradition for good luck 
revolves around grapes. If you can manage to stuff 
12 grapes in your mouth at midnight you’ve 
achieved good luck for the next year. 
 
3. In Switzerland, they celebrate the New Year by 
dropping ice cream on the floor. 
 
4. In Colombia, they carry their suitcases around 
with them all day in hopes of having a travel filled 
year. 
 
5. In Bolivia, coins are baked into sweets and 
whoever finds the coins has good luck for the next 
year. 
 
6. In Chile, families spend the night in the company 
of their deceased loved ones by sleeping at the 
cemetery. 
 
7. In Ireland, they hit the walls with bread to get rid 
of evil spirits. 
 
8. In some parts of South Africa, they throw old 
furniture out the window. 
 
9. In Estonia, the New Year’s tradition is all about 
eating food. People eat seven times on New Year’s 
Day to ensure abundance in the new year. 
 
10. In some South American countries, wearing 
colored undergarments will determine your fate for 
the new year. Red Undergarments means you’ll find 
love, gold means wealth and white signifies peace. 
 
 
Other Foods People Traditionally 
Eat  
 
Pork: considered lucky by many cultures because 
they move forward when they eat.  
Cake: ring-shaped cake or donuts are the symbol of 
coming full circle. 
Greens: represents money. 
Cornbread: represents gold. 
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Please continue to pray for these persons who have 
ongoing health problems: Pat Welf, Brian Busby, 
Carol Carlson, Dave Bollie, Danny Raph, Donna 
Bollie, Bertella Raph, Janis Allen, John Terhar, 
Bill Bergman, Ronnie Buchite, Neal Buchite, 
Tom Swoverland, Andy Korman, and Annette 
Petschl. 

Bill Korman now has brain cancer. He is 
experiencing symptoms. Please keep him and his 
caretakers in your thoughts and prayers. 

Howard Peterson fell and broke his femur. He had 
surgery and is now at the Good Samaritan Home in 
Pine River for rehab. Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Financial Report: November 1-30, 
2019 
General Fund Income:   $2,462.92 
General Fund Expense:  -2,121.91 
                                   $   341.91 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

January  
21 – Jerry & Pat Welf      
 

 
 

 
 

On behalf of all the staff and volunteers at The 
Warehouse, Thank You for your generous support 
this year. We appreciate your prayers and 
encouragement to continue on in the important 
work God is doing here. “Wishing you all the love, 
peace, and happiness that the true meaning of 
Christmas brings.” 
 

The Warehouse in Pine River 

 
Birthdays 

January 
01—Diann Lundeen       
04 – Jan Goldenstein  
04 – Tracy Raph       
05 – Brooklyn Dean   
09 – Ashley Anderson     
10 – Barb Israelson 
11 – Kelsey O’Brien     
14 – Kali Jo Raph  
17 – Tammy Carlson Bacon 
19 – Dylan Fath            
23 – Ryan Hanson    
23 – Kim Raph 
27 – Mike Gaffey 
29 – Adam Satchell 
30 – Nicholas Nielsen 

    
 

Christmas Letter from 
Former Pastor:  

It seems impossible that I retired 14 years 
ago! I thank God for continued good health. 
I remain active volunteering at church and 
in the community. 

In June I took a circle road trip to Illinois, 
Minnesota and Iowa to visit family and 
friends. The flood fields I saw on the way 
were memorable. Hope you all have a 
joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

Barb Linder 

Begin anew 

Every morning lean thine arms awhile 
Upon the windowsill of heaven 
And gaze upon thy Lord. 
Then, with the vision in thy heart, 
Turn strong to meet thy day. 
 
                                         —Thomas Blake 
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FAITH LUTHERAN COUNCIL MINUTES – 
October 20, 2019  
Vice President Bill Korman called meeting to order 
@ 10:29am 
 Pastor Lee shared an opening prayer. 
Present:   Bill Korman, Bob Bergman, Tracy Raph, 
Shari Curell, Pastor Lee Yarger. Keith Moser, 
Donna Bollie, Nichole Ackerman 
Absent:  Bonnie Schlapkohl 
Secretary’s Report:  Tracy made motion to accept 
minutes Donna second. 

• Pastor Lee stated that as long as his health 
prevails he will continue to serve Faith.  He 
is willing to take communion to shut-ins. 

• Hakuna Matata Kenya Children’s Choir – 
Cancelled their performance that was 
scheduled for October 13 due to unforeseen 
circumstances. 

• Faith donated $250 to Saving Hearts for 
Suicide Prevention. Faith’s name was 
printed on the back of the T-shirts that all 
contest’s received. 

• Currently there are two gas propane tanks in 
the back yard, when the new tank is empty 
the remaining 400 gallons from the old tank 
will be transferred. 

• It has been decided that we will continue 
with coffee every Sunday.  The Deacon for 
the month will be responsible for coffee the 
1,3,4,5 Sundays of the month. 

• New council member officers:  President ~ 
Bill Korman  Vice President ~ Tracy Raph  
Secretary ~ Shari Curell  Treasurer ~ Bob 
Bergman 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Tracy motioned to accept 
treasurer’s report as submitted, Donna Second 
Deacon: November ~ Shari 
Closing Prayer: Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Adjourn:  11am Bob motioned to adjourn Nichole 
second. 
Respectfully submitted by Shari Curell Council 
Secretary 

FAITH LUTHERAN COUNCIL MINUTES – 
November 17, 2019  
 President Bill Korman called meeting to order @ 
10:29am 
 Pastor Lee shared an opening prayer. 
Present:   Bill Korman, Bob Bergman, Shari 
Curell, Pastor Lee Yarger, Donna Bollie, Nichole 
Ackerman, Clay Schulte 
Absent: Tracy Raph 
Secretary’s Report:  October minutes were not 
presented as they were locked in Shari’s computer, 
they will be reviewed at December meeting 

• Pastor Lee and Nichole Ackerman are going 
to work out setting up First Communion for 
her son Gauge 

• Global Barnyard will also be set up again 
this year 

• Christmas Eve Service will be scheduled for 
4pm 

• Advent Candle Lighting families:  Dec 1: 
Loy & Janet Stromberg, Dec 8: Mike 
Gaffey, Dec 15: Donna Bollie & Bonnie 
Schlapkohl, Dec 22:  Ackerman, Curell & 
Allen Families Dec 24:  Tom & Jo 
Swoverland 

• It was decided to wait until after Christmas 
to determine a Bible study time 

• Pastor Lee stated that Jon’s contract is up on 
Christmas Eve.  It was also mentioned that 
Remer now has a new pastor.  Pastor Lee is 
not sure what Bishop Aitkin might suggest. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Bonnie motion to accept 
treasurer’s report as submitted, Donna second 
Deacon: December ~ Tracy 
Closing Prayer: Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Adjourn:  11:08 am Nichole motioned to adjourn 
Bonnie second 
Respectfully submitted by Shari Curell Council 
Secretary 
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Poinsettia’s given this year    
                 
Name                       In Memory/Honor Of                     

                   Paul & Janis Allen Parents & David  
Satherlie 

                   Bob & Julie Bergman Parents & Sister 
                   Bob & Julie Bergman Audrey 
                   Bob & Julie Bergman Bub Moser 
                   Tom & Jo Swoverland Family gone before us 
                   Bonnie Schlapkohl Vaughn and parents 
                   Donna Bollie Family 
                   Keith & Carol Moser   Parents and brothers 
                   Tracy & Danette Raph Donald Raph 
                   Tracy & Danette Raph Honor of Faith Church  

Family 
                   Shari & Larry Curell Richard Rubey &  

Clarence Curell 
                   Shari &  Larry Curell Grandparents 
                   Mike Gaffey Parents & grandparents 
                   Bill Korman Pastor Mar 
                   Bill Korman Loved Ones 
                  Loy & Janet Stromberg  Loved Ones 
                  Ken & Shirley               
                 Anderson 

Sister Sharon 

                  Peterson Family Kenneth & Katherine 
                  Peterson Family Gordon & Ann 

Peterson 
                  Pastor Lee  & Jan  
                  Yarger 

Chris 

                  Loni Porta Eva Peterson 

 

A sacred partnership 
 
Bible scholar William Barclay notes that John the 
Baptist was “startled and unwilling” when Jesus 
asked to be baptized. The evangelist 
thought he needed what Jesus could give, not the 
reverse! 
 
We are pros at taking our needs to God — indeed 
he invites this: “Call on me in the day of trouble” 
(Psalm 50:15). But God also comes to us with 
needs: “Mortal, I am sending you” (Ezekiel 2:3, 
NRSV); “Go ... make disciples” (Matthew 28:19); 
“Carry each other’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2, NIV). 
 

Apparently, God prefers partnership to acting solo. 
From the beginning, God has invited people to 
name the animals, tend the garden, welcome 
strangers, build the tabernacle, proclaim his word, 
ensure justice and mercy, share his love. 
 
What does God need from you, as Jesus needed 
baptism from John? Salvation is God’s alone to 
accomplish, but then he calls us to share work with 
him, for the world’s sake. So we echo Jesus: “Let it 
be so now; it is proper for us to do this” (Matthew 
3:15, NIV). 
 
                                                           —Heidi Mann 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Our Christmas service was so wonderful this year.  
We had special guest singers, the Winemans and 
Jan Yarger joined us which certainly enhanced our 
music.  Janis was back on the organ bench, first 
time in 9 months.  Hallelujah‼ And to top it off, we 
had 67 in church.   
 
On Sat, Dec 20th a group of us went Christmas 
caroling.  We started out in Pine River making three 
stops then headed to Swanburg, then Outing.  We 
returned to Faith for delicious treats made by 
Bonnie and Donna.  It's easy to just say "we're too 
busy", but we were all so glad we went caroling.   
 
We hope you all had a lovely Christmas full of 
God's many blessings. 
 
                                                  See you in church! 
                                                    In harmony, JMB 
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A New Year’s desire 
Grant that I may bring no tear to any eye, 
when this New Year in time shall end. 
Let it be said I’ve played the friend, 
have lived and loved and labored here, 
And made of it a happy year.—Edgar A. Guest 

Did You Know This 
 
The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ. 
Two turtle doves are the Old and New testaments. 
Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love. 
The four calling birds are the four gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law. 
(The first five books of the Old Testament.) 
The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of 
creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming represent the seven fold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit; Prophesy, Serving, 
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, 
and Mercy. 
The eight maids a-milking are the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit; Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self 
Control. 
The ten lords a-leaping are the ten commandments. 
The eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven 
faithful disciples. 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolizes the 
twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed.  
 
So there is your history lesson for today. 
 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
The word epiphany comes from the Greek word 
epiphaneia, which means appearance or 
manifestation. It is an important word for liturgical 
churches. Epiphany is observed annually on January 
6. It refers to the wise men, who were the first 
Gentiles to see the manifestation of God’s 
appearance in the baby Jesus. 
 
In the early church, January 6 was a day for 
baptism. The central significance of Epiphany is 
that Christ came as the Light of the World, not just 
for the Jews but for Gentiles as well. Christ’s light 
is for all. In France, to celebrate Epiphany, children 
from Christian homes often put oats in their shoes 
on the evening before January 6. The oats are for 
the camels of the “Wise Men.” When they awake 
the next morning, the children hope to find the oats 
gone and gifts left in their shoes. 
 



 
 

7 

Be More Satisfied With 
Your Life! 

1) Get out in nature: You probably 
seriously underestimate how important this 
is. Being in nature reduces stress makes 
you more creative, improves your memory 
and may even make you a better person. 

2) Exercise: We all know how important 
this is, but few people do it consistently. 
Other than health benefits too numerous to 
mention, exercise makes you smarter, 
happier, improves sleep, increases libido 
and makes you feel better about your body. 
A Harvard study that has tracked a group of 
men for more than 70 years identified it as 
one of the secrets to a good life. 

3) Spend time with friends and family: 
Harvard happiness expert Daniel Gilbert 
identified this as one of the biggest sources 
of happiness in our lives. Relationships are 
worth more than you think (approximately 
an extra $131,232 a year.) Not feeling 
socially connected can make you stupider 
and kill you. Loneliness can lead to heart 
attack, stroke and diabetes. The longest 
lived people on the planet all place a strong 
emphasis on social engagement and good 
relationships are more important to a long 
life than even exercise. Friends are key to 
improving your life. Share good news with 
you to improve your relationships. Want to 
instantly be happier? Do something kind 
for them.  

4) Express gratitude: It will make you 
happier. It will improve your relationships. 
It can make you a better person. It can 
make life better for everyone around you. 

5) Meditate: Meditation can increase 
happiness, meaning in life, social support 
and attention span while reducing anger, 
anxiety, depression and fatigue. Along 
similar lines, prayer can make you feel 
better—even if you’re not religious. 

6) Get enough sleep: You can’t cheat 
yourself on sleep and not have it affect you. 
Being tired actually makes it harder to be 
happy. Lack of sleep = more likely to get 
sick. “Sleeping on it” does improve 
decision making. Lack of sleep can make 
you more likely to behave unethically. 
There is such a thing as beauty sleep. Naps 
are great too. Naps increase alertness and 
performance on the job, enhance learning 
ability and purge negative emotions while 
enhancing positive ones. 

7) Challenge yourself: Learning another 
language can keep your mind sharp. Music 
lessons increase intelligence. Challenging  
your beliefs strengthens your mind. 
Increasing willpower just takes a little 
effort each day and it’s more responsible 
for your success than IQ. Not getting an 
education or taking advantage of 
opportunities are two of the things people 
look back on their lives and regret the most. 

8) Laugh: People who use humor to cope 
with stress have better immune systems, 
reduced risk of heart attack and stroke, 
experience less pain during dental work and 
live longer. Laughter should be like a daily 
vitamin. Just reminiscing about funny 
moments ca improve your relationship. 
Humor has many benefits. 

9) Touch someone: Touching can reduce 
stress, improve team performance, and help 
you be persuasive. Hugs make your 
happier. Touching may help prevent heart 
attacks and cancer, improve your immune 
system and extend your life. 

10) Be optimistic: Optimism can make you 
healthier, happier and extend your life. The 
Army teachers it in order to increase mental 
toughness in soldiers. Being overconfident 
improves performance. 
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Goodbye, old year 

 
 

Old Year! Upon the Stage of Time 
You stand to bow your last adieu; 

A moment, and the prompter’s chime 
Will ring the curtain down on you. 

 
—Robert W. Service 

 

This little light 
 
Worldwide, more than 1 billion people lack access 
to electricity; another 1.5 billion have irregular 
access. One new tool that’s literally brightening 
lives is an inflatable, waterproof, solar-powered 
lantern. With 10 tiny LED lights, “Luci” can shine 
about 15 square feet of light for up to 24 hours on a 
full charge. Yet the lantern weighs just 4 ounces, so 
it’s easy to transport. 
 
Though this versatile lantern has many uses, 
inventor Jason Alan Snyder is especially excited 
about its potential to help people living in darkness. 
For each $10 donation at www.mpowerd.com, one 
Luci lantern is sent for disaster relief and 
humanitarian aid. 
 
Little lights — whether solar-powered or Jesus-
powered — make a big impact in our dark world. 
 
—adapted from HomeTouch 
 

 
“What a wonderful thought it is that 
some of the best days of our lives 
haven’t even happened yet.” 
                                    —Anne Frank 

 
 

Love in action 
 
Martin Luther King Jr., whose life and legacy we 
honor this month, spoke often about the power of 
love. In fact, he equated the practice of nonviolence 
with “absolute commitment to the way of love.” 
 
Love, declared the minister and activist, “is the only 
force capable of transforming an enemy into a 
friend.” And, he said, anyone who’s “devoid of the 
power to love” is “devoid of the power to forgive.” 
 
King distinguished between true love and “empty 
sentimentalism,” however. He taught — and 
showed — that love is “the active outpouring of 
one’s whole being into the being of another.” 
 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate “active 
outpouring” of love, and we can choose to follow 
his example daily.            
 
“Because of Calvary I’m free to choose,” writes 
Max Lucado in When God Whispers Your 
Name. “No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice 
warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I will love 
God and what God loves.” 
 
 
                                  —adapted from Home Touch 

“No one is useless in this world who 
lightens the burdens of another.” 

                            —Charles Dickens 



 
 

9 

The DUH Awards: 
 

Idiot # 1 
I am a medical student currently doing a 
rotation in toxicology at the poison control 
center. Today, this woman called in very 
upset because she caught her little daughter 
eating ants. I quickly reassured her that the 
ants are not harmful and there would be no 
need to bring her daughter into the hospital. 
She calmed down, and at the end of the 
conversation happened to mention that she 
gave her daughter some ant poison to eat in 
order to kill the ants. I told her that she 
better bring her daughter into the 
Emergency Room right away.  
 
 
Idiot # 2 
Seems that a year ago, some Boeing 
employees on the airfield decided to steal a 
life raft from one of the 747s. They were 
successful in getting it out of the plane and 
home. When they took it for a float on the 
river, a Coast Guard helicopter coming 
towards them surprised them. It turned out 
that the chopper was homing in on the 
emergency locator beacon that activated 
when the raft was inflated. They are no 
longer employed at Boeing.  
 
 
Idiot # 3 
A true story out of San Francisco: A man, 
wanting to rob a downtown Bank of 
America, walked into the branch and wrote 
"This iz a stikkup. Put all your muny in this 
bag." While standing in line, waiting to 
give his note to the teller, he began to 
worry that someone had seen him write the 
note and might call the police before he 
reached the teller window. So he left the 
Bank of America and crossed the street to 
Wells Fargo. After waiting a few minutes 
in line, he handed his note to the Wells 
Fargo teller. The teller read the note and, 
surmising from his spelling errors that he 
wasn't the brightest light in the harbor, told 

him that she could not accept his stickup 
note because it was written on a Bank of 
America deposit slip. He would either have 
to fill out a Wells Fargo deposit slip or go 
back to Bank of America. Looking 
somewhat defeated, the man said "OK" and 
left. He was arrested a few minutes later, as 
he was waiting in line back at Bank of 
America.  
 

Idiot # 4 
A motorist was unknowingly caught in an 
automated speed trap that measured his 
speed using radar and photographed his car. 
He later received in the mail a ticket for 
$40 and a photo of his car. Instead of 
payment, he sent the police department a 
photograph of $40. Several days later, he 
received a letter from the police that 
contained another picture, this time of 
handcuffs. He immediately mailed in his 
$40.  
 
 
 
Idiot # 5 
A Guy walked into a little corner store with 
a shotgun and demanded all the cash from 
the cash drawer. After the cashier put the 
cash in a bag, the robber saw a bottle of 
scotch that he wanted behind the counter on 
the shelf. He told the cashier to put it in the 
bag as well. The cashier refused and said, "I 
don't believe you are over 21." The robber 
said he was, but the clerk still refused to 
give it to him because he didn't believe 
him. At this point the robber took his 
driver's license out of his wallet and gave it 
to the clerk. The clerk looked it over, and 
agreed that the man was in fact over 21 and 
he put the scotch in the bag. The robber 
then ran from the store with his loot. The 
cashier promptly called the police and gave 
the name and address of the robber that he 
got off the license. They arrested the robber 
two hours later. 



 

 
 

 
Ushers are needed for: August & September. Coffee 
Servers for: January, July, August & September. 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

 

5 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Holy Communion 
Hunger Offering 

6 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

7 8 
Choir practice 5:00 

9 10 11 

12 Choir Sings 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 

Hat Day 
Coffee Time 
 

13 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

14 15 
Choir practice 5:00 

16 

 

17 18 

19 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Holy Communion 

Council Meets 

20 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

21 
SCC Meets 2:00 
pm Jo Swoverland, 
Hostess 

22 
Choir practice 5:00 

23 
Senior Foot Care 
10:30-1:30 at The 
Warehouse in Pine 
River. Cost $30 
 

24 25 
Newsletter 
Deadline!! 

26  Choir Sings 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
 
 

27 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

28 
Memory Care 
10:30-11:45 at  
Life- house Cafe 
Pine  River 

29 
2:00 Newsletter 
Assembly 
Choir practice 5:00 

30 31  

       

 
2020 

January 

Deacon: Shari Curell  Altar: Jo Swoverland  
Ushers: Bonnie Schlapkohl  Coffee Time: Open for volunteers 
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