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A letter from an Iowan Mother to 
her Iowan Son 

Dear Son, 

I’m writing this real slow, cause I know you can’t 

read very fast. We don’t live where we did when 

you left.  

Your daddy read in the paper that most accidents 

happen within twenty miles of home so we moved. 

I won’t be able to send you the address because the 

last Iowan family that lived here took the numbers 

off the house with them for their next house so they 

wouldn’t have to change their address. 

This place has a washing machine. The first day I 

put four shirts in, pulled the chain and ain’t seen em 

since. It only rained twice this week. Three days the 

first time and four days the second time. 

You know that coat you wanted me to send you? 

Well, Aunt Hilda said it would be too heavy to send 

in the mail with them heavy buttons on it, so we cut 

them off and put them in the pockets. 

We got a letter from the funeral home. They said if 

we don’t make the last payment on Grandma’s 

funeral bill up she comes. 

Your sister had a baby this morning. I ain’t heard 

whether it’s a boy or a girl, so I don’t know if 

you’re an uncle or an aunt.  

Your Uncle John fell in the whiskey vat. Some men 

tried to pull him out, but he fought them off, so he 

drowned. We cremated him and he burned for three 

days. 

Three of your friends went off the bridge in a pick-

up. One was driving.  The other two was in the 

back. The driver got out. He rolled the window 

down and swam to safety. The other two drowned. 

They couldn’t get the tailgate down. 

There’s not much news this time. Nothing much has 

happened. 

    Love Mom 

A child's prayer for protection 

 
 

If indeed childhood was ever carefree, it’s hardly so 

now. Some children face bullying, while others deal 

with rough home lives. Many fret over their 

performance at school and in sports. News of 

dangers and tragedies makes parents want to shelter 

their kids from worldly harm.  

 

Whether real or imagined, childhood anxieties are 

best confronted in the same way as adult anxieties: 

through prayer and the assurance of God’s presence. 

Teach this traditional prayer to a young person in 

your life — and find comfort in it yourself: 

God in heaven, hear my prayer.  

Keep me in thy loving care.  

Be my guide in all I do.  

Bless all those who love me too.  

Amen. 

 
 

 
Just plant it                             
  
 

As the church year wraps up, many Bible readings 

address the end times and Jesus’ return at an 

unknown date (unknown to all but God the Father, 

that is). Specific beliefs about the Second Coming 

vary throughout Christendom, but our attitude about 

that momentous event affects how we live right 

now.  

 

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go 

to pieces,” Martin Luther reportedly said, “I would 

still plant my apple tree.” Instead of constantly 

despairing about this broken-down world, we can 

remain determined to serve God and our neighbors, 

planting seeds of life and hope in the process.  

 
“I beseech Christ … that he will enable me to 

endure all things courageously, and that he break 

me as a potter’s vessel or make me strong, as it 

pleases him.”  

                                                   —Ulrich Zwingli  
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Please continue to pray for these persons who have 

ongoing health problems: Pat Welf, Brian Busby, 

Carol Carlson, Dave Bollie, Danny Raph, Donna 

Bollie, Bertella Raph, Dean Peterson, John 

Terhar, Bill Bergman, Ronnie Buchite,and 

Annette Petschl. 

 

Bill Korman is now cancer free! His last pet scan 

showed no signs of cancer. Thank you all for your 

thoughts and prayers. THEY WORKED! Praise the 

Lord! Please keep Bill in your thoughts and prayers 

for no more cancer. 

 

Al Buchite had shoulder surgery and is recovering 

at home. He should be back in action soon. Please 

keep him and Carol in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

Arlyn Carlson suffered a stroke and fell breaking 

her hip. She has had surgery for her hip and is 

walking again. Her recovery from the stroke will 

take a bit longer but she is doing well. She is at 

home again. Please keep her in your thoughts and 

prayers for a complete recovery. 

 

Tom Swoverland has been diagnosed with prostate 

cancer that has invaded some lymph nodes. Surgery 

is not a possibility but shots and possibly radiation 

are being used to combat the cancer and put him in 

remission.  Please keep Tom and Jo in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

Dorothy Potz is in hospice for congestive heart 

failure. We wish her the best of comfort and care. 

She is at the home of her daughter Kari in Alaska. 

Phone calls and letters are welcome. Please keep 

her in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Janis Allen I’m back at work! Finally! The latest 

scan was clear and rehab is almost finished. Please 

keep me in your thoughts and prayers that 

everything will stay clear. Thank you all so much 

for you thoughts and prayers. And a special thank 

you to my darling daughter, Shari Curell, for taking 

over the church office to do the Sunday bulletins, 

etc. Also, she stayed with me every night I was in 

the hospital for cancer surgery. I couldn’t have done 

it without her! 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 October 
  
17 – Kevin & Joann Swanson 

 

 

 
Treasurer’s Report: August 1-31, 
2019  
General fund Income:     $2,732.58 

General fund Expenses:  $1,915.79 

       $   816.79  

 

 

Birthdays 
October 
 

04—Hope Anderson         

11 – Leonidus Anderson 

12 – Travis Erickson 

15 – Harley Erickson   

15 – Shelby Zimmerman 

16 – Laurie MacInnes  

17 – Helen Landholm  

18 – Eileen O’Brien 

18 – Cory Fornell         

21 – Terry Fornell    

 23 – Rod Johnson     

 23 – Marilyn Olufs   

 26 – Emily Pratt        

 30 – Autumn Schmidt  

    

 

 

Wow!! 
 

Lanette Peterson has made 1000 dresses out of 

pillow cases and hopes to make 500 more before the 

end of the year. These dresses go to underprivileged 

children. If you have any pillowcases lying around, 

or even sheets she could use, please bring them to 

Faith Lutheran and we will get them to her. Great 

job, Lanette. You are an inspiration to us all!! 
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All around Faith you're hearing "Hallelujahs" that 

Janis is back again!!  Besides being back at her 

secretary duties, she's back singing in the choir.  

We're all so very thankful that she's feeling better 

and getting stronger.  Personally, I think the singing 

has really had the best effect in her recovery.  

 

Over the summer, we got a new soprano, Meggan,  

and our friend, Gordon, returned for the month of 

August, enriching our bass section once again.  And 

recently we had a new member, Mike, join the 

choir's tenor section.  Of course, I am thrilled with 

our new choir members, but there is a "but" 

coming.  You'll notice that I haven't had anyone join 

the alto section yet, but I'm still waiting and 

praying. 

 

We're starting on our Christmas music so now is 

really a perfect time to join us.  In the meantime, 

we'll see you in church. 

        See you in church. 

      In Harmony JMB 

 

 

 

Pray like a pup 
 

The great Protestant reformer Martin Luther noticed 

his puppy watching him eat one day. The little 

dog’s eyes were glued on the food and followed it 

from Luther’s plate to his mouth. If Luther 

accidentally dropped a bit of food on the floor, the 

dog pounced upon it. His eyes eagerly awaited 

another “drop.” The dog’s tail wagged and his 

throat begged as his master ate his meal. Luther was 

moved to say to his fellow diners, “Oh, if I could 

only pray the way this dog watches the meat! All 

his thoughts are concentrated on the piece of meat. 

Otherwise he has no thought, wish or hope.”  

 
 
 

Do you need help? 

With your fuel bills and electric bills? 
 

In Cass County you can contact BI-CAP at 

www.bicap.org or call 1.800.332.7161. 

 

Energy Assistance is available for income eligible 

households. They accept applications through the 

end of May each year. They can: 

• Provide direct payments to energy suppliers 

• Give crisis help for utility disconnections or 

emergency fuel deliveries 

• Help homeowners with qualifying emergency 

heating system repair or replacement 

• Advocate with energy suppliers and service 

providers. 

 

Maximum Income Guidelines (3 Months): 

             

             Household Gross Income 

          Size                            Income 

           1      $6,761 

           2      $8,842 

           3      $10,923 

           4      $13,003 

           5      $15,084 

_____6__________      $17,164_______ 

 
 

Bookseller conducting a market 
survey asked a woman, “Which book has 

helped you most in your life?” The woman replied, 

“My husband’s check book!!”  

A prospective husband in a book store “Do 

you have a book called ‘Husband – the 

Master of the House?’" Sales girl: “Sir, 

fiction and comics are on the 1st floor.”     

Beyond the building 
The Christian does not go to the temple to worship. 

The Christian takes the temple with him or her. 

Jesus lifts us beyond the building and pays the 

human body the highest compliment by making it 

his dwelling place, the place where he meets with 

us.                                                  —Ravi Zacharias 

http://www.bicap.org/
http://www.bicap.org/
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Annual Meeting Minutes 
September 15, 2019 

 
The annual meeting was opened with a prayer by 

Pastor Lee Yarger, at 10:19 a.m. 

 

President Loni Porta asked if there were any items 

to be added to the agenda. There were none. 

 

Bonnie Schlapkohl made a motion to accept the 

2018 minutes as printed, Shari Curell seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Reports: 

 SCC report 

 Pastor’s Report 

 President’s Report  

Loni asked if there were any questions on the 

previously listed reports and there were none. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Bergman, Faith 

Treasurer, suggested members see the Annual 

Report for financial items of interest for the 2018-

2019 fiscal year. Some monies have been moved to 

CD’s in the Riverwood Bank due to better interest 

rates. 

  

Giving was down due to attendance and expenses 

were also down due to no pastor and no newsletter 

as the secretary was out due to illness. 

  

Benevolence was up to $1,500.00 given this year. 

  

The Budget is up 1% or $486 from last year due to a 

modest increase for the staff. (Custodian, secretary 

and organist.) These salaries have not been raised in 

five years. 

  

Bill Korman made a motion to accept all reports 

and Shari Curell seconded. Motion carried. 

Shari Curell made a motion to accept the Budget as 

printed, Bonnie Schlapkohl seconded, motion 

carried. 

 

Old Business: The pastor search is over. Pastor 

Yarger has agreed to remain as long as needed. 

Future possibilities are sharing a pastor with another 

congregation. 

 

New Business: Get out in the community more, use 

newspaper ad’s etc. are some ideas to invite the 

public in to our church. 

 

Nominating Committee: Julie Bergman reported 

that the three-year-terms are up for Art Feierabend 

and Loni Porta. Alternates going off are Carol 

Buchite, Keith Moser and Jo Swoverland. For the 

two three-year-terms we have Donna Bollie and 

Shari Curell and for the one-year-term remaining 

for Bunny Geiger Nichole Ackerman has agreed to 

fill that term. Alternates for this year are Keith 

Moser, Loni Porta and Clay Schulte. A motion was 

made by Janis Allen to cast a unanimous ballot for 

those agreeing to fill the council positions and 

seconded by Bill Korman. Motion carried. 

 

Julie Bergman and Janis Allen agreed to be the 

nominating committee for next year. 

 

Shari Curell made a motion to adjourn and Janis 

Allen seconded. Motion carried. Closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted                                    

Janis Allen, Parish Secretary 

Unimaginable impact 
 

You don’t know how many people have been 

strengthened because you asked God to encourage 

them; how many people have been healed because 

you prayed for their bodies; how many spiritual 

runaways have come home because you prayed for 

their souls. None of us may ever know the true 

effects of our prayers this side of death. But we do 

know this: History belongs to the intercessors.  

 

—John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted 
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2-4-6-8 Who do you appreciate? 

 

Pastor Appreciation Month, observed every 

October, has unlikely detractors: pastors. 

Some say it makes them uncomfortable 

because other staff members deserve 

appreciation too. Some worry churchgoers 

will think they’re fishing for gifts. Others 

joke they dislike Pastor Appreciation Month 

because October is only 31 days long!  

 

On RelevantMagazine.com, Pastor Jon Quitt 

admits that pastors receive quite a bit of both 

criticism and praise. His proposal? A 

broader shift in church culture toward year-

round mutual thankfulness. “Let’s kill Pastor 

Appreciation Month and rename it Single 

Mom Month or Nursery Worker Month,” he 

writes. “That seems a better fit, don’t you 

think?”  

Free indeed 
 

In his autobiography Set Free, Roy Peterson 

describes how God’s Word transformed his life. 

After making some reckless decisions at age 19, 

Peterson landed in a Mexican jail. One day, two 

“long-haired American hippies” visited and gave 

him an English Bible.  

 

As Peterson read the words of imprisoned men and 

gained wisdom he wished he’d had earlier, hope 

emerged: “I observed grace, kindness and the value 

of humanity during a time when I felt so ashamed 

and unworthy.”  

 

Now, as president of the American Bible Society, 

Peterson works to provide Bibles to every person in 

their own language. Having been rescued from sin 

and death, he wants others to know that Jesus is 

“the truth [who] will set you free” (John 8:32, NIV). 

 

A prayer for peace 
 

St. Francis of Assisi, an Italian Catholic friar, is 

commemorated on October 4. Though it’s unclear 

whether this famous “peace prayer” was his, it 

reflects his gentle spirit as an ardent Christ-

follower:  

 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  

Where there is error, truth;  

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy.  

O, Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled as to console;  

To be understood as to understand;  

To be loved as to love;  

For it is in giving that we receive;  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to 

eternal life. Amen. 

  

 

 

“Have patience with all things, but chiefly 

have patience with yourself.”                                         

—St. Francis de Sales  

 

“The gem cannot be polished without 

friction, nor man perfected without trials.”  
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What we'd like to hear in church 
 
• Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front pew!  

• I was so enthralled, I never noticed your sermon 

ran longer than usual.  

• I’ll volunteer to be the permanent junior high 

Sunday school teacher.  

• I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never heard 

before.  

• Because we’re all here, let’s start the worship 

service early.  

• Pastor, we’d like to send you to this Bible seminar 

in the Bahamas.  

• Nothing inspires me and strengthens my 

commitment like our annual stewardship campaign.  

 
Keep clinging 
 

When his wife received a stage-four cancer 

diagnosis, Mike Nappa was asked why he wasn’t 

angry at God. His first answer: Anger is “beyond 

futile,” as it can’t change tough circumstances. His 

second answer was another question: “Why would I 

lash out in anger toward the only thing that brings 

me solace? That’d be akin to punching the lifeguard 

who’s trying to save me from drowning.”  

 

“I must cling to Christ — desperately, 

determinedly, gratefully — for strength to see 

myself through every moment, both good and 

hurtful, both joyful and sorrowful,” Nappa writes. 

“I’ve found Jesus to be more than sufficient. He is a 

man of sorrows who knows how to share mine and 

who tells me gently, in ways that I can believe, that 

in the end, everything is going to be OK. God is 

good; he is always good.”  

 

—Adapted from Hard Way Home by Amy & Mike 

Nappa. © 2019 Nappaland Communications Inc. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 

 

God's highly valued investment 
Someone once asked IBM founder Thomas Watson 

if he would fire an employee who made a mistake 

that cost the company $60,000. To the questioner’s 

surprise, Watson replied, “Why would I fire 

someone in whom I’ve invested $60,000 in 

training?”  

 

Neither will God “fire” or in any way dismiss us for 

our mistakes and failures. He has invested far too 

much — even his own Son’s life! — in each of us 

for that.  

 

Don’t hold back for fear of failure. Serve the Lord 

boldly. Try something new for the sake of the 

Gospel, and when you make a mistake, bring it 

honestly to God in prayer. Be open to the Holy 

Spirit, who provides “continuing education” — in 

Scripture, through other Christians and by 

connecting directly with your heart — to improve 

your skills and gifts every day.  
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PERSEVERANCE 

 

Knute Rockne said it: “When the going gets tough, 

the tough get going.” When the roads are rough, the 

tough rise to the occasion. They win. They survive. 

They come out on top! 

 

People are like potatoes. After potatoes have been 

harvested, they have to be spread out and sorted in 

order to get the maximum market dollar. They are 

divided according to size—big, medium, and small. 

It is only after potatoes have been sorted and 

bagged that they are loaded onto trucks. This is the 

method that all Idaho farmers—all but one. 

 

One farmer never bothered to sort potatoes at all. 

Yet he seemed to be making the most money. A 

puzzled neighbor finally asked him, “What is your 

secret?” he said, “It’s simple. I just load up the 

wagon with potatoes and take the roughest road to 

town. During the eight-mile trip, the little potatoes 

always fall to the bottom the medium potatoes land 

in the middle, while the big potatoes rise to the top.” 

That’s not only true of potatoes. It is a law of life. 

Bit potatoes rise to the top on rough roads, and 

tough people rise to the top in rough times. 

 

Tough times never last, but tough people do! 

 

 

How's your path? 
Some Christian converts in an African village were 

diligent about daily prayer. In fact, they each had a 

special place in the thicket outside town where they 

prayed in solitude. Over time, they wore pathways 

through the brush to their private prayer areas. If 

someone neglected his or her prayer life, it was 

evident because fresh grass started growing on that 

particular footpath. Out of concern, fellow 

Christians offered this loving reminder: “Friend, 

there’s grass growing on your path.”  

 

How worn is your own path to prayer? Are you 

persistent when answers don’t seem to come? Do 

you trust that God will answer your prayers, 

according to his good and gracious will?  

 

Don’t abandon your pathway to prayer. When you 

grow weary, remember Galatians 6:9 (NIV), which 

promises that “at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up.”  
 

I shall not need 
 

Despite the traditional wording (“The LORD is my 

shepherd; I shall not want”), Psalm 23 declares that 

God provides everything we need — not everything 

we desire.  

 

“He makes me lie down … ” Sometimes our 

busyness is useful; other times it’s how we feel in 

control or superior to others. God knows we need to 

rest and sometimes must make us do so!  

 

“He leads me beside still waters … ” Although we 

often prefer noisy distractions, God knows we need 

quiet to hear him and have our souls restored.  

 

“You prepare a table before me in the presence 

of my enemies.” Rather than a boast (“Ha! See how 

God spreads a banquet in my honor while others 

look on!”), this is a reminder that God wants us to 

dine with our enemies. We might not be able to 

stand those people, but God pursues reconciliation.  

 

In the process, “goodness and mercy … follow me 

all … my life.” That’s what we need the most.  

 
You’rx nxxdxd! 
 

Evxn though my typxwritxr is an old modxl, it 

works quitx wxll— xxcxpt for onx kxy. I havx 

many timxs wishxd it workxd pxrfxctly. It’s trux 

that thx othxr kxys work grxat, but just onx kxy not 

working makxs a hugx diffxrxncx.  

 

Somxtimxs our church sxxms likx my typxwritxr — 

not all thx kxy pxoplx work. You may say to 

yoursxlf, “Wxll, I’m just onx pxrson. I don't makx 

or brxak thx church.” But it doxs makx a big 

diffxrxncx bxcausx a church, to bx xffxctivx, nxxds 

thx activx participation of xvxry pxrson.  

 

So, thx nxxt timx you think your xfforts arxn’t 

nxcxssary, rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to 

yoursxlf, “I’m a kxy pxrson in thx congrxgation, 

and I’m nxxdxd vxry much.”  
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Be Safe – Be Smart 

GPS 

A couple of weeks ago a friend told me that 

someone she knew had their car broken into while 

they were at a football game. Their car was parked 

on the green which was adjacent to the football 

stadium and specially allotted to football fans. 

Things stolen from the car included a garage door 

remote control, some money and a GPS which had 

been prominently mounted on the dashboard.  

When the victims got home, they found that their 

house had been ransacked and just about everything 

worth anything had been stolen. The thieves had 

used the GPS to guide them to the house. They then 

used the garage remote control to open the garage 

door and gain entry to the house. The thieves knew 

the owners were at the football game, they knew 

what time the game was scheduled to finish and so 

they knew how much time they had to clean out the 

house. It would appear that they had brought a truck 

to empty the house of its contents. 

  

Something to consider if you have a GPS - don't put 

your home address in it. Put a nearby address (like a 

store or gas station) so you can still find your way 

home if you need to, but no one else would know 

where you live if your GPS were stolen. 

 MOBILE PHONES 

This lady has now changed her habit of how she 

lists her names on her mobile phone after her 

handbag was stolen. Her handbag, which contained 

her cell phone, credit card, wallet... Etc...was stolen. 

20 minutes later when she called her hubby, from a 

pay phone telling him what had happened, hubby 

says 'I received your text asking about our Pin 

number and I've replied a little while ago.'   

When they rushed down to the bank, the bank staff 

told them all the money was already withdrawn. 

The thief had actually used the stolen cell phone to 

text 'hubby' in the contact list and got hold of the 

pin number. Within 20 minutes he had withdrawn 

all the money from their bank account. 

Moral of the lesson: 

Do not disclose the relationship between you and 

the people in your contact list. Avoid using names 

like Home, Honey, Hubby, Sweetheart, Dad, Mom, 

etc....And very importantly, when sensitive info is 

being asked through texts, CONFIRM by calling 

back. Also, when you're being text by friends or 

family to meet them somewhere, be sure to call 

back to confirm that the message came from them. 

If you don't reach them, be very careful about going 

places to meet 'family and friends' who text you. 

GREAT TRUTHS THAT ADULTS 
HAVE LEARNED:  

 

 1) Raising teenagers is like nailing jelly to a tree. 

 2) Wrinkles don't hurt. 

 3) Families are like fudge...mostly sweet, with a   

few nuts  

 4) Today's mighty oak is just yesterday's nut that 

held its ground...  

 5) Laughing is good exercise. It's like jogging on 

the inside. 

 6) Middle age is when you choose your cereal for 

the fiber, not the toy.  

 
The Wittenberg Castle Door  
 

Ninety-five theses were nailed to the door 

Of the Wittenberg old castle church 

So the diligent student could lean Luther’s thoughts, 

Could debate them, or do more research. 

Like a bulletin board, the door often held 

Some clichéd or some new information;  

But this time the thought on the door spread 

worldwide—And set off a great Reformation! 

     —Peggy Ferrell Prayers and Poems 

 

AT THE NURSING HOME 
 
A little old lady was running up and down the halls 

in a nursing home.  As she walked, she would flip 

up the hem of her nightgown and say "Superme". 

She walked up to an elderly man in a wheelchair. 

Flipping her gown at him, she said, "Superme." He 

sat silently for a moment or two and finally 

answered, "I'll take the soup."



 

 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Choir 5 p.m. 

3 4 5 

 

6  Pastor Scott 

Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

Holy communion 

Hunger Offering 

7 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 

Crosslake Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

8 9 
Choir 5 p.m. 

10 11 12 

13Choir Sings 

Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 
Hat Day 

Coffee Time 

14 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 

Crosslake Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

15 
SCC meets 2:00 

p.m.  

16 
Choir 5 p.m. 

17 18 19 

20 

Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

Holy Communion 

Council Meets 

21 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 

Crosslake Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

22 23 
Choir 5 p.m. 

24 
Senior Foot Care at 

The Warehouse in 

Pine River. 10:30-
1:30 Cost $30.00 

25 26 
N
e
r 

Deadline!! 

27Choir Sings 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

28 
A.A.,Alanon 7 p.m. 

Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

29 
Memory Care 

10:30-11:45 at  
Life- house Cafe 

Pine  River 

30 
2:00 Newsletter 

Assembly 

31 

 

 

       

 2019 

October 

Deacon: Bill Korman Altar: Julie Bergman 

Ushers: Volunteers are needed 

Coffee Time: Volunteers are needed 

Ushers are needed for October, December, April, July, August, and September. 

Coffee Times are needed for October, January, April, July, August, and 

September. Please notify the church office if you can help! Thank you! 


