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The first day of school our professor introduced 

himself and challenged us to get to know someone 

we didn't already know. I stood up to look around 

when a gentle hand touched my shoulder. 

                                                                                  

I turned around to find a wrinkled, little old lady 

beaming up at me with a smile that lit up her entire 

being. 

 

She said, 'Hi handsome. My name is Rose. I'm 

eighty-seven years old. Can I give you a hug?'  

 

I laughed and enthusiastically responded, 'Of 

course you may!' and she gave me a giant squeeze. 

‘Why are you in college at such a young age?’ I 

asked. She jokingly replied, 'I'm here to meet a rich 

husband, get married, and have a couple of kids...' 

'No seriously,' I asked. I was curious what may 

have motivated her to be taking on this challenge at 

her age. 'I always dreamed of having a college 

education and now I'm getting one!' she told me. 

After class we walked to the student union building 

and shared a chocolate milkshake. We became 

instant friends. Every day for the next three months 

we would leave class together and talk nonstop. I 

was always mesmerized listening to this 'time 

machine' as she shared her wisdom and experience 

with me. 

Over the course of the year, Rose became a campus 

icon and she easily made friends wherever she 

went. She loved to dress up and she reveled in the 

attention bestowed upon her from the other 

students. She was living it up.  

 

At the end of the semester we invited Rose to 

speak at our football banquet. I'll never forget what 

she taught us. She was introduced and stepped up 

to the podium. As she began to deliver her 

prepared speech, she dropped her three by five 

cards on the floor. 

Frustrated and a little embarrassed, she leaned into 

the microphone and said, ‘I’m so sorry I’m so 

jittery. I gave up beer for Lent and this whiskey is 

killing me! I’ll never get my speech back in order 

so let me just tell you what I know. 

As we laughed she cleared her throat and began, 

'We do not stop playing because we are old; we 

grow old because we stop playing. 

There are only four secrets to staying young, being 

happy, and achieving success. You have to laugh 

and find humor every day. You've got to have a 

dream. When you lose your dreams, you die. 

We have so many people walking around who are 

dead and don't even know it! There is a huge 

difference between growing older and growing up. 

If you are nineteen years old and lie in bed for a 

year and don’t do one productive thing you will 

still turn twenty years old. If I am eighty-seven 

years old and stay in bed for a year and never do 

anything I will still turn eighty-eight. Anybody! 

can grow older. That doesn't take any talent or 

ability. The idea is to grow up by always finding 

opportunity in change. Have no regrets. 

The elderly usually don't have regrets for what we 

did, but rather for things we did not do. The only 

people who fear death are those with regrets.' 

She concluded her speech by courageously singing 

'The Rose.'  

 

She challenged each of us to study the lyrics and 

live them out in our daily lives. At the year's end 

Rose finished the college degree she had begun all 

those months ago. 

One week after graduation Rose died peacefully in 

her sleep. Over two thousand college students 

attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful 

woman who taught by example that it's never too 

late to be all you can possibly be. 

Secrets to a long and happy 
marriage 

An old woman was sipping on a glass of wine while 

sitting on the patio with her husband and says, “I 

love you so much, I don’t know how I could ever 

live without you.”   

Her husband says, “Is that you or the wine 

talking?” she replies, “It’s me, talking to the wine.” 
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Please continue to pray for these persons who have 

ongoing health problems: Pat Welf, Don Peterson, 

Brian Busby, Bub Moser, Carol Carlson, Dave 

Bollie and Annette Petschl. 

 

Keith Moser had a melanoma removed from his 

face at Abbott Hospital. Several lymph glands were 

biopsied are found normal. The melanoma was not 

real deep and the doctors are confident they got it 

all. Thank you for your thoughts and prayers and 

lets pray for a complete recovery. 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report: May 1-31, 2018  
 

General fund Income:     $3,266.29 

General fund Expenses:  $2,167.79 

       $1,098.50  

 

 

 

 
 

Megan Porta made the Dean’s list a North Dakota 

State. Congratulations Megan! A job well done.      

Brooklyn Dean is on the A Honor Roll at Pequot 

Lakes School. Good job, Brooklyn, 

Congratulations. 

Church Needs List:  

Toilet Bowl Cleaner                                                

Endust 

 

Carry a heart that never hates, A smile that never 

fades and a touch that never hurts. 

 

 
Birthdays 

May    
 

02 – Katrina Raph  

04 – Kris Satchell       

05 – Madelyn Moser     

08 – Kasey Raph       

09 – Joel Kline        

17 – Mackenzie Pratt    

22 – Lidija Jurovich  

23 – Brenda Gard    

23 – Kathy Raph         

26 – Kelly Raph            

14 – Julie Bergman       

 

 

 

  
 

Hope you're all having a good summer so far.  The 

choir is continuing to "stay in session" this summer, 

hoping some of you might be in the area and would 

like to join us for a few rehearsals and maybe a 

Sunday or two.  

 

We're working on some new songs and polishing up 

some oldies, but goodies.  We could sure use some 

altos.  (Hint, hint). Our rehearsals are still on Weds 

at 5 pm and usually last an hour.  Stop in anytime.  

We sing on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.   And by the 

way,  Pastor Jon is terrific.  He's there every 

Sunday.  You'd be glad you came, I promise! 

 

See you in church.   

In harmony, JMB 

 

 

You can’t live a perfect day without doing 

something for someone who will never be able to 

repay you. 
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Sports 

Brady Raph, son of Tracy and Danette Raph took 

the section crown in Gold at the Section 6-1A 

individual title at the Lakeside Golf course. 

Brady is a sophomore at the Pine River/Backus high 

School and led his Tiger team to second place in the 

tournament. He shot a 3-under 69 the first day and a 

74 the second.  

He then went on to State and tied for 4th!! He shot 

75 in both rounds, giving him a total of 150. His 

coach said: “It was tight. There are some really 

good golfers down there. If you let the top five 

golfers play each other again, you could flip a coin 

to see who would win, and Brady would be in the 

mix.”  First place had a score of 144. 

Brady is working at Golden Eagle Golf Course in 

Fifty Lakes this summer. Congratulations, Brady! 

Good job! 

 

Memory Café Comes to Pine River Area 

The Pine River Memory Café held at Lifehouse 

Coffee is a safe, supporting, engaging place for 

people to share experiences with their peers, to hear 

from speakers on topics relating to memory loss, 

and to learn about resources that can help. 

• Socialization & information sharing  

• Networking for care partners  

• Support for both the person with memory 

loss and their care partner(s) 

 

The Memory Café will meet on the Last Tuesday of 

each month from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. at the 

Lifehouse Coffee shop at 306 Barclay Ave in Pine 

River. For more information contact Natalie Brown, 

Heartland Hospice at 218-546-3462, Emmalee Foss 

at the Good Samaritan Society of Pine River at 218-

587-4423 or Theresa Eclov at Faith in Action at 

218-675-5435. Join us for a cup of coffee, treats and 

conversation. Being active socially, physically and 

mentally is good for the brain! 

 

 

 
 

Approved Minutes from May 20, 2018 

 

Old Business: President Loni Porta proposed 

various options for visiting shut-ins. No action was 

taken at this time. 

 

The issue of mileage was addressed. The church 

will pay mileage and the pastor will pay the church 

back. 

 

New Business: Pastor Yarger accepted the position 

but has not yet signed a contract. There are several 

changes in the contract he would like to adjust 

before he signs it. 

 

Loni will write a letter regarding Pastor Yarger’s 

acceptance of the position. In the meantime, we will 

keep the communication open. An additional 

meeting will take place next Sunday after the 

service. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Donna Bollie (alternate for Secretary Bunny 

Geiger) 

 

 
 

The Annual Quilt Auction for the Camp will be 

held August 11. Please mark your calendars! 

 

Camp Knutson Wish List: 

Archery targets                             Back Pack blower 

Boat Lift Canopy                         Camperships 

Epi Pens                                        Horseback Riding 

Low Ropes Course Updates         Power Washer 

Skid Loader with attachments       

Sound System updates to waterfront 

Updates to Facilities Worshop 
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Method of Centering Prayer  
 

Centering prayer is a very simple way of prayer, 

which can be used by anyone who wants to 

experience God’s love and presence. The following 

guidelines might be helpful: 

 

1) Find a prayer posture that works well for you. 

Sitting in a chair is fine, as long as your back is 

fairly straight and well supported. Gently close 

your eyes and begin to center yourself. This can 

be done by a simple prayer, a hymn or musical 

selection. 

 

2) Once you are settled, turn your attention to God  

 

3) Choose a sacred word as a symbol of your 

intention to surrender and rest in God. It should 

be a sacred word that you are attracted to: Jesus, 

Love, Ave Maria, Maranatha, etc. You might 

repeat it a few times, but mostly the word is just 

there, a means of keeping us attentive to God. 

Centering prayer does not require constant 

repetition of the word; it is a receptive method 

of prayer. 

 

4) If you become distracted or your mind wanders 

during the time of prayer, return to the sacred 

word. Some days you may have to use the word 

constantly; other days not at all. It doesn’t 

matter, what’s important is God’s action within 

you, drawing you into close union. 

 

5) End the prayer time by slowly reciting a familiar 

prayer. It could be the prayer Jesus taught us, 

scripture, a favorite psalm. 

 

People are invited to practice centering prayer for 

twenty minutes at least once a day for about six 

weeks. Then see what has been the fruit of the 

prayer practice. If the way you were praying before 

was producing better fruit, return to it. If centering 

prayer has been good for you, continue the practice. 

The important thing is that we pray regularly and 

are drawn into a closer, more intimate relationship 

with God. Suggested reading material: Open Mind, 

Open Heart by Thomas Keating. Too Deep For 

Words by Thelma Hall. Seeing the Face of God by 

William Shannon. 

 
 

 

A refreshing gift 
Oh, how beautiful is the summer night, which is not 

night, but a sunless, yet unclouded, day, descending 

upon earth with dews and shadows and refreshing 

coolness! How beautiful the long mild twilight, 

which, like a silver clasp, unites today with 

yesterday!  

 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Mouse Story with a Moral 

A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to 

see the farmer and his wife open a package.  

What food might this contain?' The mouse 

wondered - - -he was devastated to discover it  

was a mousetrap. Retreating to the farmyard, 

the mouse proclaimed the warning:  

There is a mousetrap in the house!  

There is a mousetrap in the house!'  

 

The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head 

and said, 'Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave 

concern to you, but it is of no consequence to me. I 

cannot be bothered by it.' 

 

The mouse turned to the pig and told him, 'There is 

a mousetrap in the house! There is a mousetrap in 

the house!' The pig sympathized, but said, I am so 

very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but there is nothing I can 

do about it but pray.  Be assured you are in my 

prayers.'  

 

The mouse turned to the cow and said 'There is a 

mousetrap in the house! There is a mousetrap in the 

house!' The cow said, 'Wow, Mr. Mouse. I'm sorry 

for you, but it's no skin off my nose.' So, the mouse 

returned to the house, head down and dejected, to 

face the farmer's mousetrap . . . alone.  

That very night a sound was heard throughout the 

house -- like the sound of a mousetrap catching its 

prey. The farmer's wife rushed to see what was 

caught.   In the darkness, she did not see it was a 

venomous snake whose tail the trap had 

caught. The snake bit the farmer's wife.  

 

The farmer rushed her to the hospital, and she 

returned home with a fever. Everyone knows you 

treat a fever with fresh chicken soup, so the  

farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the 

soup's main ingredient. But his wife's sickness 

continued, so friends and neighbors came to  

sit with her around the clock. To feed them, the 

farmer butchered the pig.                                                             

The farmer's wife did not get well; she died. So 

many people came for her funeral, the farmer had 

the cow slaughtered to provide enough meat for all 

of them. The mouse looked upon it all from his 

crack in the wall with great sadness. 

 

So, the next time you hear someone is facing a 

problem and think it doesn't concern you, 

remember ----when one of us is threatened, we are 

all at risk. We are all involved in this journey 

called life. We must keep an eye out for one 

another and make an extra effort to encourage one 

another.  

REMEMBER. Each of us is a vital thread in 

another persons’ tapestry; our lives are woven 

together for a reason. One of the best things to 

hold onto in this world is a friend. 

 

Ancestors (?) 

After having dug to a depth of 10 meters last year, 

Scottish scientists found traces of copper wire 

dating back 150 years and came to the conclusion  

that their ancestors already had a telephone network 

more than 150 years ago. 

                                                                                

Not to be outdone by the Scots, in the weeks that 

followed, British scientists dug to a depth of 20 

meters, and shortly after, headlines in the  

UK newspapers read: "British archaeologists have 

found traces of 200 year old copper wire and have 

concluded that their ancestors already had an  

advanced high-tech communications network fifty 

years earlier than the Scots." 

                                                                                      

One week later, a newspaper in Swanburg, 

Minnesota reported the following: "After digging as 

deep as 30 meters in corn fields near Swanburg, 

Minnesota, Ole Johnson, a self-taught archeologist, 

reported that he found absolutely nothing. Ole has 

therefore concluded that 300 years ago Minnesota 

had already gone wireless." 

 

We make a Living by what we get. We 

make a Life by what we give. 
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Nothing in the world can take the place of 

Persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more 

common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius 

will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. 

Education will not; the world is full of educated 

derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are 

omnipotent. The slogan 'Press On' has solved and 

always will solve the problems of the human race.  

Calvin Coolidge 30th president of US (1872 - 1933) 

 
 

A prayer for the 4th  

 

 
 
 

 

Omnipresent 
 

We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade, the 

presence of God. The world is crowded with him. 

He walks everywhere incognito. And the incognito 

is not always hard to penetrate. The real labor is to 

remember, to attend … in fact to come awake. Still 

more, to remain awake.                      —C.S. Lewis 

 

Old Age is Golden..                           

Or so I’ve heard it said, but sometimes I wonder as I 

crawl into my bed. With my ears in a drawer, my 

teeth in a cup, my glasses on a table until I get up. 

As sleep dims my vision I say to myself, is there 

anything else I should lay on the shelf. The reason I 

know that my youth is all spent is my get up and go 

has got up and went. But in spite of it all, I’m able 

to grin and think of the places my get up has been. 

“Lord, remember me” 
 

The funeral of renowned evangelist Billy Graham 

was a celebration — not of the preacher’s long life 

and many accomplishments but of his arrival in 

heaven. Graham, who died at age 99 in February 

2018, was confident he’d spend eternity with Jesus 

but knew the reason wasn’t his own status or 

actions.  

 

Graham knew he was a sinner in need of 

forgiveness. “I still need the cross,” he said.  

 

Graham added, “I am not going to heaven because I 

have preached to great crowds or read the Bible 

many times. I’m going to heaven just like the thief 

on the cross who said in that last moment: ‘Lord, 

remember me.’” 

 

 

Not healed, but whole 
 

While researching America’s Prosperity Gospel 

movement, Kate Bowler was saddened by its 

implications — namely that God is present in 

people’s triumphs but not their suffering, and that 

every aspect of life is either “your fault or your 

reward.” When Bowler was diagnosed with stage 

IV cancer at age 35, the prosperity-minded 

messages of well-wishers made cancer seem like a 

punishment.  

 

In Everything Happens for a Reason (and Other 

Lies I’ve Loved), Bowler asks: “What would it 

mean for Christians to give up that little piece of the 

American Dream that says, ‘You are limitless’? 

Everything is not possible. The mighty Kingdom of 

God is not yet here. What if rich did not have to 

mean wealthy, and whole did not have to 

mean healed? What if being people of ‘the gospel’ 

meant that we are simply people with good news? 

God is here. We are loved. It is enough.” 

 

 

Finding freedom 
The paradox of faith is that when we conform our 

lives to Christ, then we gain our true freedom. And 

its fruit is profound and lasting happiness.  

                                               —Vincent Nichols 

Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the 

truth and the life; hear us as we pray for 

the truth that shall make all free. Teach 

us that liberty is not only to be loved but 

also to be lived. Liberty is too precious a 

thing to be buried in books. It costs too 

much to be hoarded. Help us  

see that our liberty is not the right to do 

as we please, but the opportunity to 

please to do what is right.  

 

—Peter Marshall, before the U.S. Senate  

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Calvin_Coolidge/
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Lessons from a farmer 
 

Summer often reminds pastor Walter Wangerin Jr. 

of his father-in-law, a farmer. Farmers, he writes, 

remember “that we belong to the earth, and the 

earth belongs to God.” Recalling his father-in-law 

working the fields, he states, “Surely I don’t 

suppose that we shall live by the horse again, but I 

plead that we live on this earth with reverence.”  

 

Because God gave people “dominion” over creation 

(see Genesis 1:28), we are “God’s emblem within 

the universe, God’s signature upon the work he had 

accomplished,” Wangerin writes. “We were placed 

here to serve God by serving the earth and so to be 

served by it.”  

 

Who demonstrates that better than a farmer 

nurturing soil and seeds to yield abundant harvest? 

“By his reverential stance,” Wangerin concludes, 

“the farmer calls again for honor to God and 

kindness to creation, that we dress and till and keep 

it rightly.”  

 

—based on Measuring the Days 

 

 

 

As I’ve got older I thought I was getting lazy, but it 

turns out I am just being more energy efficient. 

 

Divine priorities 
 

In Center of the Universe (Destiny Image), Pastor 

Bill Johnson tells of being given, in adulthood, a 

type of dog he’d longed for since childhood. As 

thrilled as he was, he wondered why God would 

bypass his “priority prayers” concerning real 

human need, spirituality and eternity and answer 

one of his “unimportant” prayers — those related to 

material things or circumstances.  

 

Johnson concluded that God wanted him to learn 

about God’s character — that God is a loving, 

generous Father who takes pleasure in his 

children’s delight. “After all,” Johnson writes, “I 

expect him to care about the important things of my 

life. How refreshing it is to see that he cares about 

things that score very low on the Eternity Rating 

Chart, just because he loves me.” (Be careful what 

you pray for! You may get it when you least expect 

it!!) 

 

 

You’ve got mail! 
 

“What a wonderful thing is the mail,” someone has 

said, “capable of conveying across continents a 

warm human hand-clasp.” I remember the 

excitement of getting an “aerogram” from a grade-

school pen pal in Sweden, or a letter from Mom 

when I was in college. How different from the 

instantaneous, typed messages we send today.  

 

Can you imagine, then, how meaningful the letters 

of Paul, Peter and other apostles were to early 

Christians? Painstakingly handwritten, carefully 

delivered by a courier or friend — so different from 

emails, texts and even postal delivery! Think how 

elated the recipients must have been to read warm 

greetings, news from afar, teachings, even 

reprimands — and then words such as these: “My 

love be with you all in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 

16:24, ESV).  

 

The next time you read or hear a New Testament 

letter, imagine a time when such communication 

was rare and precious. Hear the writer’s words — 

which are also God’s words to you — from that 

perspective, and hold them fast.  

                                                        —Heidi Mann 
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Independence Day lessons for church 
life 
 
• Return to the basics — On July 4 we 

commemorate the origins of our country. In terms 

of faith, we also periodically need to hear again 

the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites 

and, of course, Jesus.  

 

• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom 

Christ has set us free … do not submit again to a 

yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive 

as citizens to preserve and live out our national 

freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom 

we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and 

share that gift with others.  

 

• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for 

picnics, parades and other community gatherings. 

Similarly, the church is nourished by coming 

together for worship, meals and other special 

events.  

 

• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks 

brighten the sky with light and color, the church is 

called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a 

dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek 

word for power  — as in, “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — 

share a root. Through God’s power in us, we share 

Jesus — dynamically! — with others.            

                                                        —Heidi Mann 

 

 
 

Be a lifesaver 
 

About 200 people — including 100 lifeguards — 

attended a pool party in New Orleans in 1985 to 

celebrate the first summer in memory that no one 

had drowned at a city pool. At the end of the 

festivities, the four on-duty lifeguards began 

clearing the area and found a fully dressed man in 

the deep end. Despite efforts to revive him, he 

died. Just as swimming with a bunch of lifeguards 

doesn’t guarantee safety, “swimming” with a sea of 

churchgoers doesn’t guarantee peace. People in the 

pews next to you might be struggling to stay above 

water physically, emotionally, financially or 

spiritually. Be alert to ways you can serve as a 

lifeguard. Extend a helping hand, a listening ear 

and an encouraging reminder of Jesus’ ultimate 

rescue.  

 

The first day of vacation Bible school 
 
One summer afternoon a grandfather picked up his 

4-year-old grandson at church. “Well, Jason, how 

did you like your first day of vacation Bible 

school?” “It was great!” the boy replied. “We heard 

some stories and drew some pictures. Then we went 

out to play, and when we came back in God had 

juice and cookies waiting for us!”  

 

 

Opportunity may knock once, but temptation leans 

on the bell.  

 

 
The new Associate Pastor was so nervous at his 

first sermon he could hardly speak. Before his 

second appearance in the pulpit he asked the Senior 

Pastor what he could do to alleviate his nerves. The 

Senior Pastor said, “Next Sunday it may help if you 

put some vodka in the water pitcher. After a few 

sips everything should go smoothly.  

 

The next Sunday the new Associate Pastor put the 

suggestion into practice and was able to talk up a 

storm. He felt great. However, upon returning to the 

Sacristy he found a note from the Senior Pastor. 

 

1. Next time sip rather than gulp. 

2. There are 10 commandments, not 12 

3. There are 12 disciples, not 10. 

4. The recommended Grace before meals is 

not,” Rub-A Dib-Dub, thanks for the Grub. 

Yeah God.” 

5. We do not refer to the Cross as the Big T. 

6. Do not refer to our Savior Jesus Christ and 

his Apostles as “J.C. and the Boys.” 

7. David slew Goliath, he did not kick the 

daylights out of him. 

8. The Father, son, and the Holy Ghost are 

never referred to as “Big Daddy, Junior and 

the Spook.”
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9.  

10.  
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

Holy Communion 

Hunger Offering 

2 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm  

Crosslake  Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

3 4 
Choir practice 5:00 

5 6 7 

8 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

Coffee Time 

Hat Day 

9 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm  

Crosslake  Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

10 11 
Choir practice 5:00 

12 13 

 

14 

15 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

Holy 

CommunionCounci

l Meets 

16 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm  

Crosslake  Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

17 
No SCC this Month 

August meeting will 

be on August 7th at 

the Church 

18 
Choir practice 5:00 

19 20 21 

Newsletter 

Deadline!! 

22 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

 

23 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm  

Crosslake  Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

24 
 

25 
2:00 Newsletter 

Assembly 

 

Choir practice 5:00 

26 
Senior Foot Care at 

The Warehouse in 

Pine River. 10:30-

1:30 Cost $30.00 

27 28 

29 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

 

30 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm  

Crosslake  Lutheran 

Church, Crosslake 

31 
Memory Care 

10:30-11:45 at The 

Lifehouse Café in 

Pine River 

  

 

  

       

 
2018 

July 

Deacon: Bunny Geiger Altar: Bonnie Schlapkohl 

Ushers: Keith & Carol Moser 

Coffee Time: Al & Carol Buchite 
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