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Church Ladies with Typewriters-
-Bless them! 
They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! 
Thank God for the church ladies with typewriters. 
These sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins or were announced at church services:    
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other 
items to be recycled Proceeds will be used to 
cripple children.  
 
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the 
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance 
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 
the house. Bring your husbands. 
 
Don't let worry kill you off-let the Church help. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way 
again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.  
 
For those of you who have children and don't know 
it, we have a nursery downstairs.  
 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. 
They need all the help they can get.  
 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on 
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that 
began in their school days.  
 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in 
the church hall. Music will follow.  
 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic 
will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our 
choir practice. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to 
the addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones. 
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along 
with the deceased person you want remembered. 
 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, 
super entertainment and gracious hostility.  

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and 
medication to follow. 
 
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of 
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on 
Friday afternoon.  
 
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing 
in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket 
and come prepared to sin.  
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet 
Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  
 
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's 
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The 
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
 
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First 
Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door 
at the side entrance.  
 
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new 
campaign slogan last Sunday: ‘I Upped My Pledge -
– Up Yours.' 

Honor Our Veterans 
It is the veteran not the reporter who gave us 
freedom of the press. 

It is the veteran not the poet who has given us 
freedom of speech. 

It is the veteran not the lawyer who has given us the 
right to a fair trial. 

It is the veteran not the politician who has given us 
the right to vote. 

Thanksgiving is the day we give thanks for what we 
have. Memorial Day is the day we pause to give 
thanks to the people who fought for the things we 
have. 
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Please continue to pray for these persons who have 
ongoing health problems: Pat Welf, Don Peterson, 
Brian Busby, Bub Moser, Carol Carlson, and 
Dave Bollie and Annette Petschl. 
 
Tammy Carlson Bacon had back surgery and was 
up walking the next day. She is now having neck 
issues. Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers 
for a speedy recovery. 
 
Tyler Goettig-Carlson has been treated for cancer 
in the roof of his mouth and is doing well. Please 
keep Tyler in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Chet Durm was hospitalized with pneumonia. He 
is at home and doing better. Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Edwin Durm has some heart problems and has 
decided not to have any more procedures. Please 
keep him in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

           May   
 

07 – Brian & Dawn Rubner  
07– Scott & Jen Salvevold 
19 – Keith & Carol Moser (57) 
21 – Dick & Carol Carlson (63) 
21 – David & Julie Peterson 
 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report: March 1-31, 2018  
General fund Income:     $3,499.31 
General fund Expenses:  $3,341.65 
       $   157.66  
 

Kindness is in our power even 
when fondness is not. 

   Henry James 

 
Birthdays 

May    
 
10—Nichole Erickson   
10 – Jessica Raph   
12 – Eliah Anderson    
12 – Marjorie Baker   
14 – Trista Flannigan 
16 – Maxwell Nelson     
19 – Lauren Nelson    
19 – Nick Salvevold 
19 – Skylar Salvevold   
20 – Don Peterson (95)      
22 – Allan Buchite       
21 – Holly Cadwell               
22 – Brian Rubner   
24 – Kristi Fornell  
 

 
 

  
 
We think "spring truly/finally has sprung" in 
Swanburg.  Hallelujah!! 
    
For those of you that missed the Easter service at 
Faith, you missed a lot.  The church was beautiful.  
The minister, Pastor Jon, had a wonderful message.  
But the best (I know I'm partial) was the choir.  So 
thanks to all of you for your positive compliments 
and a bigger thanks to the choir for all their hard 
work. 
    
We're still looking for more members, especially 
altos.  But hey, if you're even the tiniest bit 
interested in joining us, give me a call.  Enjoy this 
lovely spring weather.  It's always especially nice at 
about 5 pm on Weds at Faith.  (Hint, hint). 
    

See you in church.   
In harmony, JMB 
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Highlights from the Church Council 
Meeting 

March 18, 2018 
 
Present were the following: President Loni Porta, 
Treasurer Bob Bergman, Secretary Bunny Geiger, 
Bill Korman, Bonnie Schlapkohl, and Tracy Raph. 
 
Both the minutes of February’s council meeting and 
the Treasurer’s report were presented and approved. 
 
During old business, there was much discussion on 
our journey of finding a new pastor, sharing a 
pastor, or other creative possibilities. Bishop Tom 
Aiken spoke with the council briefly before the 
meeting about this. A special meeting is scheduled 
for March 22nd to speak with another possible 
pastor, and there is interest in yet another. In the 
meantime, we are grateful for other pastors who are 
willing to help us with a bridge ministry until 
something permanent is worked out. 
 
It was decided to replace our propane supplier, but 
we must wait until the tank is low as the gas we’ve 
paid for is pumped out and not reimbursed. We are 
interested in Oasis and Cenex.  
 
The new constitution will be voted on at the annual 
meeting. Council members have read it and no 
changes were found necessary. 
 
During new business, Bill moved that the piano be 
tuned ASAP. The motion carried. Another motion 
was passed to refinish the kitchen floor and clean 
the carpeted steps going into the sanctuary. Another 
motion to donate to the Emily Food Shelf was 
passed. 
 
Bunny Geiger 
Council Secretary 
 

 
 

Annual Turkey Dinner 
 

This year’s Turkey Dinner will be held on May 
24th! Be sure and save the date: you don’t want to 
miss this fabulous meal. Serving times are 4:00-
6:00 so come early or wait until later. You don’t 
have to wait until thanksgiving to enjoy a great 
turkey dinner. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for 12 & 
Under, Pre-school is still free. If you have company 
for Memorial week-end bring them along. It saves 
having to cook one more meal! We have 8 people 
roasting turkeys and need 12!! If you can help 
call Julie at 218.543.4740. Turkeys need to be to 
the church by 2:00 and if they are already 
carved off the bone that would help a great deal. 
 
 

 
 

Memorial Services will be held at the Swanburg 
Cemetery on May 28, at approximately 11:00 a.m. 
Be sure and get there early in case the color guard is 
ahead of schedule. Please remove all flowers before 
the grass needs to be cut again. 
 

 
 

Special thanks to Art Wineman for playing the 
piano prelude on Easter Sunday and for preaching 
on April 22. It was so nice to hear good music come 
out of the newly tuned piano! Art and his wife 
Debbie (Musolf) also joined in the choir on both of 
these Sundays. Art is the son-in-law of Lon Musolf, 
and a physician in St. Paul. 
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+Bishop Aitken’s Easter Message 

 
 
“We are witnesses to all he did both in Judea and 
Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day....”       
-Acts 10: 39-40    2nd Reading Appointed for Easter 
 
I think of the real world, this Easter:  Our world of 
gun violence, of our youth, sent away during the 
day to a school where they have less and less 
assurance that they will be safe or even alive at the 
end of the day, and the inability of a supposedly 
savvy and data informed culture to deal 
courageously with it.  Our world is one of brutality 
in speech and in social media, of shameless 
disrespect for people made in the image of God. I 
wonder about the combativeness and blatant 
political manipulation through half –truths, of daily 
news regarding who is lying, who is covering up.   
But the real world also contains courageous youth 
and adults organizing together to stand up for what 
is right, for justice, for good and loving acts. It is 
the world where God is working in and through all 
kinds of people who don’t make the news but 
whose actions are not in vain.  And I am 
encouraged by faithful people I run across every 
week and every Sunday, when I’m out and about 
our Synod of 132 congregations; people who show 
up with expectation and humility at the gathered 
community of faith for a renewed word and meal of 
strength from our Lord.  
 
Jesus came from a culture of turmoil, violence, and 
vulgarity, mixed in with people of good will.   He 

discerned his own call to teach, heal, and to bring 
salvation in the midst brokenness. Through it he 
disrupted the Empire’s plan of “salvation” a 
salvation through intimidation violence and with his 
plan of salvation – God’s unconditional love that 
alone can transform life.  In the end he took into 
himself the powers of evil and death. They crucified 
him.  But they couldn’t stop him. 
 
Easter.  Jesus arose.  He appeared and spoke to 
people in his resurrected form.  Gradually people 
came to understand that God’s plans would not be 
stopped.  Jesus continued his mischief- making 
against evil.  He was God’s resurrected truth; the 
truth that God loves this planet and everyone on it – 
no exceptions!  Easter means God will continue to 
be a nuisance to any system that believes might 
makes right, that violence rules the day, and that sin 
and evil will be ultimately victorious.   
 
Christian; you are a child of God, a sister and 
brother to Christ.  You are chosen and empowered 
by this Risen Jesus.  You are not powerless.  You 
are connected to him, as branches are to a vine.  
You too have this resurrected life – already in you!  
It’s the promise of baptism.  Believe it and risk your 
whole life by living his love, grace and forgiveness 
to your neighbor. Look around.  Start small. See 
what happens! 
 
In the power of Easter Faith, 
+Bishop Thomas M. Aitken 
 
 

 
Check out the bulletin board in the fellowship hall 
for team pictures of some of our youth! 
 
Brooklyn Dean on the Pequot Lakes Volleyball 
team. 
Brady Raph on the Pine River/Backus Golf team. 
Trevor Redding on the Pine River/Backus Baseball 
team. 
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Church Needs List: 
 
Sturdy pie plates 
Paper Towels 
 

 

 
 

Please join us for worship on Mother’s Day! There 
will be special gifts for all Mothers, grandmothers, 
great-grandmothers, and “Mom” friends who have 
been like a Mother to someone!  
 
 

 
Looking for a wedding or shower gift for the bride 
and groom? How about a kitchen gift basket. The 
best place to start is with a Cookbook from Faith 
Lutheran! Great recipes that are tried and true. Then 
add spatulas, peelers, a timer, dishtowels, hand 
towels, whisks, or anything else you use in your 
kitchen. The cookbooks are only $5.00! They are 
also great anniversary gifts. 
 
 
Cemetery   Watchman   
 
My friend Kevin and I are volunteers at a national 
cemetery in Oklahoma and put in a few days a 
month in a 'slightly larger' uniform. Today had been 
a long, long day and I just wanted to get the day 
over with. Sneaking a look at my watch, I saw the 
time, 16:55.  Five minutes to go before the cemetery 
gates are closed for the day.  Full dress was hot in 
the August sun. Oklahoma summertime was as bad 
as ever--the heat and humidity at the same level--
both too high. 

I saw the car pull into the drive, '69 or '70 
model Cadillac Deville, looked factory-new.  It 
pulled into the parking lot at a snail's pace.  An old 
woman got out so slow I thought she was paralyzed; 
she had a cane and a sheaf of flowers--about four or 
five bunches as best I could tell. 

  
I couldn't help myself.  The thought came 
unwanted, and left a slightly bitter taste: 'She's 
going to spend an hour, and for this old soldier, 
my hip hurts and I'm ready to get out of here right 
now!'  But for this day, my duty was to assist 
anyone coming in. 
 
I broke post attention.  My hip made gritty noises 
when I took the first step and the pain went up a 
notch.  I must have made a real military sight: 
middle-aged man with a small pot gut and half a 
limp, in marine full-dress uniform. 

  
I stopped in front of her, halfway up the walk.  She 
looked up at me with an old woman's squint. 
'Ma'am, may I assist you in any way? 'She took long 
enough to answer.' Yes, son.  Can you carry these 
flowers?  I seem to be moving a tad slow these 
days. 'My pleasure, ma'am.' (Well, it wasn't too 
much of a lie.) 

  
She looked again.  'Marine, where were you 
stationed?’ 'Vietnam, ma'am.  Ground-pounder. '69 
to '71. 'She looked at me closer. 'Wounded in action, 
I see. Well done, Marine. My name’s Joanne 
Wieserman, and I've a few Marines I'd like to see 
one more time.' ‘Yes, ma 'am. At your service. ' 

  
She headed for the World War I section, stopping at 
a stone. She picked one of the flower bunches out of 
my arm and laid it on top of the stone.  She 
murmured something I couldn't quite make out.  
The name on the marble was Donald S. Davidson, 
USMC: France 1918. 

  
She turned away and made a straight line for the 
World War II section, stopping at one stone. I saw a 
tear slowly tracking its way down her cheek. She 
put a bunch on a stone; the name was Stephen X. 
Davidson, USMC, 1943. 

  
She went up the row a ways and laid another bunch 
on a stone, Stanley J.Wieserman, USMC, 1944. She 
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paused for a second and more tears flowed. 'Two 
more, son, and we'll be done.' 

  
I almost didn't say anything, but, 'Yes, ma'am.  Take 
your time.' She looked confused. 'Where's the 
Vietnam section, son? I pointed with my chin.  'That 
way, ma'am.' 'Oh!' she chuckled quietly. ‘Son, me 
and old age ain't too friendly.' 

  
She headed down the walk I'd pointed at.  She 
stopped at a couple of stones before she found the 
ones she wanted. She placed a bunch on Larry 
Wieserman, USMC, 1968, and the last on 
Darrel Wieserman, USMC, 1970.  She stood there 
and murmured a few words I still couldn't make out 
and more tears flowed. 
 
'OK, son, I'm finished.  Get me back to my car and 
you can go home.' ‘Yes, ma'am.  If I may ask, were 
those your kinfolk?' She paused.  ‘Yes, Donald 
Davidson was my father, Stephen was my uncle, 
Stanley was my husband, Larry and Darrel were our 
sons.  All killed in action, all Marines.' 

  
She stopped.  Whether she had finished, or couldn't 
finish, I don't know.  She made her way to her car, 
slowly and painfully. I waited for a polite distance 
to come between us and then double-timed it over 
to Kevin, waiting by the car.   

  
'Get to the 'Out' gate quick.  I have something I've 
got to do.' Kevin started to say something, but saw 
the look I gave him.  He broke the rules to get us 
there down the service road fast.  We beat her.   

  
'Kevin, stand at attention next to the gatepost.  
Follow my lead.'  I humped it across the drive to the 
other post. When the Cadillac came puttering 
around from the hedges and began the short straight 
traverse to the gate, I called in my best gunny’s 
voice: 'TehenHut! Present Haaaarms! ' 

  
I have to hand it to Kevin; he never blinked an eye--
full dress attention and a salute that would make his 
DI proud. She drove through that gate with two old 
worn-out soldiers giving her a send-off she 
deserved, for service rendered to her country, and 
for knowing duty, honor and sacrifice far beyond 
the realm of most. I am not sure, but I think I saw a 

salute returned from that Cadillac. Instead of ' The 
End,' just think of ' Taps.' 

  
As a final thought on my part, let me share a 
favorite prayer:  'Lord, keep our servicemen and 
women safe, whether they serve at home or 
overseas.  Hold them in your loving hands and 
protect them as they protect us.' 

  
Let's all keep those currently serving and those who 
have gone before in our thoughts. They are the 
reason for the many freedoms we enjoy. If we ever 
forget that we're one nation under God, then we will 
be a nation gone under!   
 

 
As I look Back…Mom 
As I look back on my life I find myself wondering 
did I remember to thank you for all that you have 
done for me? For all the times you were by my side 
to help me celebrate my successes and accept my 
defeats. Or for teaching me the value of hard work, 
good judgment, courage, and honesty? I wonder if 
I’ve ever thanked you for the simple things. The 
laughter, smiles and quiet times we’ve shared? If I 
have forgotten to express my gratitude for any of 
these things, I am thanking you now, and I am 
hoping that you’ve known all along, how very much 
you are loved and appreciated. 
 
A child’s Perspective: a group of second-graders 
were quizzed about what ingredients their mothers 
are made of. One child said, “God makes Mothers 
out of clouds and angels hair and everything nice in 
the world, and one dab of mean.” To the question 
“What does you mom do in her spare time?” One 
youngster said, “Mothers don’t do spare time.” 
When the children were asked “Why did God give 
you your mother and not some other mom? One 
child replied, “God knew she likes me a lot more 
than other people’s moms like me.” 
 

Happy Mother’s Day 
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To the Prayer Chair folks: 
 
I would like to thank each and every one of you for 
your kind thoughts and prayers. It means so much 
and I am sincerely thankful. 
 
God Bless 
Tammy & Denny Bacon 
 

The Best things in Life are Free 

When we count our many blessings; it isn’t hard to 
see, that life’s most valued treasurers are the 
treasurers that are free. 

For it isn’t what we own or buy that signifies our 
wealth. 

It’s the special gifts that have no price; our family, 
friends and health. 
 
 
Thanks, Mom! 
 
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a 
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to 
talk about my mother and the wonderful influence 
she had on my life,” he said. “She’s a shining 
example of parenthood, and I love her more than 
words can ever do justice.”  
 
The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a 
moment and looked up at the audience with a 
mischievous smile. “It’s really hard to read my 
mom’s handwriting,” he said. 
 
 
The power of Pentecost 
Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do 
easy things; after Pentecost they found it easy to do 
hard things.  
                                                     —A.J. Gordon 

Walk the walk 
Do you rush, push, shout and become generally 
unpleasant on Sunday mornings? Do you complain 
about church? Are you irregular in your attendance? 
Are you over-conscientious about matters that are 
not really important?  
 
Do you always criticize the pastor, the choir, the 
length of services and the usher crew? Then don’t 
be surprised if your children grow up to look at 
Sundays as the worst day of the week.  
—Karen Burton Mains, author of Making Sunday 
Special 
 
Finding meaning in surrender 
Swedish diplomat Dag Hammarskjöld, the second 
secretary-general of the United Nations, was known 
for his Christian faith and his efforts as a 
peacemaker. He received the Nobel Peace Prize 
posthumously after dying in a plane crash in Africa 
en route to negotiate a cease-fire.  
 
In Markings, his published diary, Hammarskjöld 
wrote not of his illustrious career but of his 
conversations with God. He expressed concern 
about finding meaning in life and living a life filled 
with meaning. On Pentecost in 1961 (just months 
before he died), Hammarskjöld wrote: "But at some 
moment I did answer Yes to Someone — or 
Something — and from that hour I was certain that 
existence is meaningful and that, therefore, my life, 
in self-surrender, had a goal." 
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 SECRETS TO INNNER PEACE 
If you can start the day without caffeine,   

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and 
pains,   

If you can resist complaining and boring people 
with your troubles,   

If you can eat the same food every day and be 
grateful for it,   

If you can understand when your loved ones are too 
busy to give you any time,   

If you can take criticism and blame without 
resentment,   

If you can conquer tension without medical help,  

If you can relax without alcohol,   

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

Then You Are Probably the Family Dog! 

 
Our true power source 
 
The story is told of someone who plugged a power 
strip into itself and then couldn’t understand why 
the system wouldn’t turn on! We get a kick out of 
such tales, yet how often do we try to “power” our 
own lives? We frequently think we need to be the 
source of our own strength, joy, peace, energy and 
wisdom.  
 
Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves 
— or in any human being or earthly circumstance, 
object or philosophy. Rather, calling himself the 
good shepherd, Jesus says, “I have come that [my 
sheep] may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 
10:10). We don’t access that abundant life by 
“plugging into” ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us 
to plug into his power — and joy, peace, hope, truth 
— through prayer and Scripture, worship and 
service, fellowship with other Christians and the 
beauty of God’s world. 

 

Chuckles 
Before I tell you what happened Mom, 
Remember…the Lord will never give you more 
than you can handle. 
 

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was 
running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for 
Bible class.  As she ran she prayed, 'Dear Lord, 
please don't let me be late!  Dear Lord, please don't 
let me be late!'  While she was running and praying, 
she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes 
dirty and tearing her dress.  She got up, brushed 
herself off, and started running again!  As she ran 
she once again began to pray, 'Dear Lord, please 
don't let me be late, but please don't shove me 
either!'  
 
 
When God Sends You Help, 
Don't Ask Questions 
 
She hurried to the pharmacy to get medication, got 
back to her car and found that she had locked her 
keys inside. The woman found an old rusty coat 
hanger left on the ground. She looked at it and said: 
"I don't know how to use this." She bowed her head 
and asked God to send her some HELP. 
 
Within 5 minutes a beat-up old motorcycle pulled 
up, driven by a bearded man who was wearing an 
old biker skull rag.  He got off of his cycle and 
asked if he could help. She said: "Yes, my daughter 
is sick. I've locked my keys in my car I must get 
home. Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my 
car?” He said, "Sure." 
 
He walked over to the car, and in less than a minute 
the car was open. She hugged the man and through 
tears said:  "Thank You, God, for sending me such a 
very nice man” The man heard her little prayer and 
replied: "Lady, I am NOT a nice man. I just got out 
of prison yesterday; I was in prison for car theft." 
The woman hugged the man again, sobbing, "Oh, 
thank you, God! You even sent me a Professional!" 
 
Is GOD great or what!?!



 

 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

2 
Choir practice 5:00 

3 4 5 

6 Al Porta Leader 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
No Communion 
Hunger offering 

7 
A.A., Alanon 7 pm 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

8 9 
Choir practice 5:00 

10 11 12 
 

 
13  Mother’s Day 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 

Hat Day -Jon 
Yarger  

preaching 

14 
A.A., Alanon 7 pm 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

15 16 
Choir practice 5:00 

17 18 19 

20 Coffee Time 
Worship Schedule 

9:30 Worship 
Intinc 
Communion 
Yarger preaching 

Council Meets 

21 
A.A., Alanon 7 pm 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

22 23 
Choir practice 5:00 
 
Dinner set-up 6:00 
p.m. 

24 
Turkey Dinner 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Adults $10, 6-12 
$5, Pre-school free 

25 26 
Newsletter 
Deadline!! 

27 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Jon Yarger  
preaching 

28 
A.A., Alanon 7 pm 
Crosslake Lutheran 
Church, Crosslake 

29 
SCC 2:00 at Janis 
Allen’s home. 
Note: Date Change 

30 
2:00 Newsletter 
Assembly at church 
 
Choir practice 5:00 

31   

       

 

2018 

May 

Deacon: Tracy Raph     Altar: Janis Allen      Ushers: Needed!!! 
Coffee Time: Keith & Carol Moser 

Ushers are needed for May and 
September. Also needed, coffee 

servers for September. 
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