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Four Perspectives  
 
Because different writers penned each Gospel, the 
four books offer unique angles and insights. 
Although the overall message is the same, the 
human authors’ backgrounds and perspectives shine 
through every account. These verses by an unknown 
writer remind us of each Gospel’s characteristics: 
 
Matthew—Messiah, Israel’s King, 
set forth, by Israel slain; 
but God decreed that Israel’s loss 
should be the Gentiles’ gain. 
 
Mark tells us how in patient love 
this earth has once been trod 
by One Who, in a Servant’s form, 
was yet the Son of God. 
 
Luke, the physician, writes 
of a more skilled Physician still 
Who gave himself, as Son of Man, 
to save us from all ill. 
 
John the beloved of Jesus,  
sees in him the Father’s Son, 
the everlasting Word made flesh, 
yet with the Father One. 
 
 
 
Be Yourself for God  
 
Rabbi Joseph Liebermann describes a dream where 
he dies and goes to stand before God’s judgment 
seat. As he waits, the rabbi fears that the Lord will 
asks him, “Why weren’t you a Moses…or a 
David…or a Solomon?” Instead, God surprises him 
by simply asking, “Why weren’t you Rabbi 
Lliebermann.?” 
 
When our lives are over, God won’t ask us why we 
weren’t a Mother Teresa or another saintly soul. He 
simply wants us to be who he created us to be. “We 
are his workmanship,” St. Paul writes in Ephesians 
2:10. In Greek, workmanship means “a piece of 
art.” You are God’s masterpiece. Life isn’t a game 
of comparison. It’s a journey of discovery of how 
God has uniquely created you to perform specific 

tasks in this life. Your life is God’s canvas. Don’t 
hinder the painting process.  —Mike Paulison 
 
 
What I Learned in Sunday School  
 
The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. 
 
Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to 
get the ten amendments. 
 
Moses died before he ever reached Canada. 
 
Solomon, one of David’s sons, had three hundred 
wives and seven hundred porcupines. 
 
Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate 
contraption. 
 
Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do 
one to others before they do one to you. 
 
St. Paul cavorted to Christianity. He preached holy 
acrimony, which is another name for Marriage. 
 
 
The Sunday School Teacher asked; “What must 
you do to receive the forgiveness of sin?”  Teddy 
answered, “Sin.” 
 
Then she asked, “What are the sins of omission?” 
Teddy said, “They’re ones we ought to have 
committed but haven’t.” 
 
    
September 
 
One of the best things about heading back to school 
is the chance for a fresh start. A new year, new 
teachers, perhaps even a new school offering 
students the opportunity to try a little harder and do 
a little better than the year before. 
 
Praise God, that he allows us to always start over. 
Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies “are new 
every morning” (Lamentations 3:23a.) With god’s 
help we can begin each day with a clean slate and a 
new attitude, determined to make some changes for 
the better. 
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Please continue to pray for these persons who have 
ongoing health problems: Pat Welf, Don Peterson, 
David Satherlie, Brian Busby, Bub Moser, Mona 
Nesnick, Shirley Anderson, Eddie Gard, Chuck 
McCausland, Nancy Godfrey, Carol Carlson, 
and Michael Edman        

David Bollie is having radiation treatments for his 
lung cancer. Please keep him and Donna in your  
thoughts and prayers. 

Rhonda Tessman, Donna Bollie’s daughter, is 
doing well following her mastectomy. But please 
keep her and her family in your thoughts and 
prayers for continued recovery. 

Janis Allen had a bladder tumor removed and it 
was malignant. Please pray there are no more 
cancer cells found in the follow up tests.  
 
Jerry Endrizzi, found out he has cancer again and 
is at Mayo so they can determine the treatment. His 
case is a little different because of the bone marrow 
transplant and the immune system isn't the same as 
his own, so the treatment will be different. Please 
keep Jerry and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
Annette Petschl had knee replacement surgery on 
August 30. Please keep her in your thoughts and 
prayers for a speedy and painless recovery. 
 
Gordon and Diana, Lewis, Mike and Dave—
good people all, who are at that time of life 
where they face physical problems. Also, a 
special prayer for Kathy who lost her husband. 
These are friends of our good friends, Dale and 
Gwen Orred, who so generously contribute to our 
Care and Share and Youth funds. Please keep these 
good souls in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
Blessed are those who can give 
without remembering and take 
without forgetting.  
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

September 
 
01 –Mike & Katie Shetka  
05 – Ken & Shirley Anderson (59) 
07 – Steve & Beate Braker 
08 – Pastor Joan & Merle Gunderman 
22 – Brad & Patty Nelson 
24 – Kelly & Ann Raph 
26 – Jerry & Patty Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: July 1-31, 2017 
General fund Income:     $4,534.17 
General fund Expenses:  $2,993.93 
      $ 1,540.24 
 
 

 
Birthdays 

September 
 
03—Bobby Jo Johnson    
03 – Ramona O’Brien    
04 – Brianna Israelson 
06 – Bill Korman     
15 – Clay Schulte       
16 – Donna Bollie      
16 – Chloe Bryant       
16 – John Schultz        
17 – Kyle Peterson     
17 – Jason Sheffield      
18 – Ashley Pratt                
18 – Joseph Peterson 
18 – Whitney Adkins 
21 – Jacob Shetka    
25 – Yvonne DeTuncq 
26 – Katherine MacInnes 
28 – Janis Allen 
28 – Kyle Raph 
30 – Christine Carlson 
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From the pastor 
 

"The important thing is not to think much, but to 
love much, 

and so do that which stirs you to love." 
Teresa of Avila 

 
Apparently Jesus thinks that the fulfillment of the 
greatest commandment is not about correct 
doctrine, nor about the correct political point of 
view.  It’s not about proper liturgy, nor hymns 
written no later than the mid-1800s.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s not about one particular way to read scripture.  
Neither did God give Moses a commandment about 
one proper sexuality.  None of these are on “God’s 
Top Ten” list of commandments.  Neither does 
Jesus say a single word about them. 
 
Jesus does claim, however, that love of God can't be 
separated from love of neighbor.  1 John 4:19-20, at 
the end of the New Testament, pointedly asks: "We 
love because God first loved us.  If we say we love 
God, but hate others, we are liars.  How can you say 
you love God who you can't see, when you fail to 
love your neighbor who you can see?"  

 

Maybe that means if we're struggling to figure out 
what it means to love God, a place to start is by 
showing love to those around us, especially the 
rejected, marginalized, vulnerable, helpless, the 
enemy. 
 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 
no hands but yours, no feet but yours; 

yours are the eyes through which to look out 
Christ's compassion to the world, 

yours are the feet 
with which he is to go about doing good, 

yours are the hands 
with which he is to bless [people] now. 

Teresa of Ávila 

 
 

 

 
We express our Christian sympathies to the family 
of Gloria Goldenstein who passed away on August 
27th. Her funeral will be September 9th at 11:00 at 
Faith. There will be a one-hour visitation at 10:00. 
Gloria was an active member of this congregation 
and we missed her when she moved to assisted 
living in the metro area. 
 
We also express our Christian sympathies to the 
family of Eddie Gard who passed away on August 
28th and his funeral will be September 8th at 2:00 at 
Faith. Eddie suffered from lung cancer and will now 
have peace and comfort. He will be missed by his 
family and friends. 
 
“Blessed are they who mourn for they shall be 
comforted.”                         

“Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment?” 
 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind” 
[which is a direct quote of  
Deut6:5]. “This is the first 
and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it:  
Love your neighbor as 
yourself.   All the Law and 
the Prophets hang on these 
two command-ments.”  [The 
first 3 commandments are 
about our relationship with 
God; the remaining 7 are 
about our relationships with 
others]. 
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The end of summer for the choir means losing our 
summer bass singer, Gordy Long.  It was great 
having him sing with us and we'll surely miss his 
rich voice in our bass section.  We'll all keep our 
fingers crossed that he can join us again next spring. 
 
Another end of summer thing for the choir is 
starting our Christmas music.  So if any of you want 
to sing with us for Christmas, it's a great time to 
join the choir.  Come try it out for a few months and 
see how you like singing.  It's a fun bunch of folks 
and just one hour a week rehearsals.  Come on, give 
it some thought and maybe a little prayer, too. 
 
Rally Sunday is the second Sunday in September.  
Also a coffee Sunday.  If you've been taking a little 
summer break lately, get back into the swing of 
Sunday worship.  It'll make your whole life better. 
     

See you in church! 
                       In Harmony Julie Moser Bergman 
 

Music is what feelings sound like! 

 

 

“Lunch Ladies” go out to lunch the first 
Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon! The Fifty 
Lakes Area Ladies will be at The Village Inn on 
Hwy 58 in Outing on September 6. Come and join 
the fun! All are welcome. 
 
Church Needs List: 
Decaf Coffee                            Sturdy pie plates 
8 oz cold cups                          Paper towels 

 
 
Council minutes June 2017 
Old Business: 

1. It’s time to update the Faith Lutheran 
Church constitution.  Pastor provided a 
copy of what needs to change to Bill 
Korman who has offered to work on 
updates after the mystery dinner. 

2. Next steps for the congregational 
mission project is to form a committee 
during August, create small groups, start 
asset mapping and setting goals. 

3. Pastor will reach out to Teen Challenge 
for a Teen Challenge Sunday for fall. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Loni Porta, 
council secretary 

Giving and Ministry Opportunities 

Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge:  
www.mntc.org 
Lutheran World Relief: https://lwr.org 
Camp Knutson: www.lssmn.org/camp/ 
Doctors Without Borders: 
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/about-us  
Bridges of Hope - Common Goods 
www.bridgesofhopemn.org    
Knights of Columbus: www.christiansatrisk.org  
Lutheran Social Services Center for Changing Lives 
www.lssmn.org/formhereon  
ELCA World Hunger  www.elca.org/hunger  
Lakes Area Restorative Justice (LARJP), 
www.nonprofitsfacts.com/mn/lakes-area-
restorative-justice-project.html  
Saving Hearts for Suicide Prevention www.save.org  
 
NOTE: Common Goods in Crosslake and Baxter 
use all their income for the needy in this area. 
Goodwill does not contribute to the needy, so if you 
have items to donate, please use Common Goods in 
Crosslake or Baxter. 
 

http://www.mntc.org/
https://lwr.org/
http://www.lssmn.org/camp/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/about-us
http://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/
http://www.christiansatrisk.org/
http://www.lssmn.org/formhereon
http://www.elca.org/hunger
http://www.nonprofitsfacts.com/mn/lakes-area-restorative-justice-project.html
http://www.nonprofitsfacts.com/mn/lakes-area-restorative-justice-project.html
http://www.save.org/
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BY HEART: Conversations with Martin Luther’s 

Small Catechism  

Lifelong Learning opportunity! 
Weds. evenings, Oct. 11-Nov. 29, 6:00PM 

(no class Nov. 8) 
 

 
As we celebrate the 500th 
Anniversary of the 
Reformation this year, I 
will be teaching this course 
that promises to be lively 
and fascinating. 
 
This is for adults who have 
never encountered the 
Small Catechism, and it is 
for adults who studied and 

memorized it as adolescents or teens.  Perhaps now, 
as adults, you’re not exactly sure what you actually 
learned way back then. (book is bright red & white) 
 
It is for those who assume that the catechism 
requires no further explanation and that we should 
simply pick it up and start reading or memorizing; 
and, it is for those who find scripture to be an 
inaccessible forest of words, the Creed and Lord’s 
Prayer to be rote exercise, the sacraments (what are 
they again??) to be obscure rituals, and Martin 
Luther and his innovations to be largely irrelevant. 
 
It is for Lutherans; and, it is for everyone else no 
matter what denomination, or even none. 
 
We begin each session with a short DVD 
presentation, and then open for conversation  with 
what we have heard and read.  Readings from an 
awesome, top quality study/reference book, with 
beautiful color photos and illustrations -- $13.00 
and worth every penny!  (Due at first session) 
 
There will be a sign-up sheet at the back of the 
sanctuary, or contact either the office or myself 
(218-831-3405) if you are interested.  This will help 
assure we’ll have enough books. (Couples can 
easily get by with one book). 
 
 
 

A kid in MINNESOTA, wrote the following. 
Lord's Prayer 
By a 15-year-old school kid who got an A+ for this 
entry (TOTALLY AWESOME)! The Lord's Prayer 
is not allowed in most U.S. Public schools any 
more.                    

New School Prayer:                                             
Now I sit me down in school   
Where praying is against the rule    
For this great nation under God    
Finds mention of Him very odd.    
    
If scripture now the class recites,    
It violates the Bill of Rights.    
And anytime my head I bow    
Becomes a Federal matter now.    
    
Our hair can be purple, orange or green,    
That's no offense; it's a freedom scene..    
The law is specific, the law is precise.    
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.    
    
For praying in a public hall    
Might offend someone with no faith at all..    
In silence alone we must meditate,    
God's name is prohibited by the State.. 

We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,   
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks...    
They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible.    
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.    
    
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,    
And the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King.    
It's 'inappropriate' to teach right from wrong,    
We're taught that such 'judgments' do not belong..    
    
We can get our condoms and birth controls,    
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles...    
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed,    
No word of God must reach this crowd.    
    
It's scary here I must confess,    
When chaos reigns the school's a mess.    
So, Lord, this silent plea I make:    
Should I be shot; My soul please take!    
     Amen 
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September 21st 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Come and share in the great food 
and fellowship at Faith Lutheran 

Church, Swanburg. 
 

Good food and good conversation make for a fun 
evening out and you don’t have to cook or clean up! 
It doesn’t get any better then that. Roast pork,  
mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable, cole slaw, 
pie, buns and a beverage. All at $10 for adults, $5 
for children 12 and under and pre-school kids are 
free. Proceeds go to support our charities and help 
to off-set church needs.  
 
Helpers are always needed to cook, wait tables and 
clean-up. If you can help call Julie at 543-4740. We 
are asking for two fruit pies from each congrega- 
tional family and healthy appetites from everyone!  
 
Invite your friends and family. All are welcome and 
appreciated.                               
 
 
 
 
Eliah Anderson has 
finished his term in Japan with 
the Navy (THAT was a fast 
nineteen months!) and is now 
home, safe and sound.  He decided not to re-enlist 
and is working with a contractor in the Staples 
area.  THANK YOU so much for the prayers and 
inclusion in the church newsletter.  The support has 
meant a lot.  I enjoy receiving the monthly 
newsletter!  
           Loni Anderson Niles 
 
YN1 Briana Israelson is now based in Norfolk 
Virginia as a flag writer for a navy admiral. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held on September 17, 
following the worship service. Annual reports are 
due to the secretary on or before September 7 so 
they can be passed out at church on September 10. 
 
There will be a potluck after the Annual Meeting 
and Jo Swoverland will be doing the monthly 
birthday/anniversary cakes for dessert.  
 
Please plan to attend the meeting as there will be 
council members to elect, a budget to pass and 
church business to discuss. All confirmed members 
are eligible to vote. 
 
 
A Sign of What’s to Come 
 
When God is about to do something great, he starts 
with a difficulty. 
 
When he is about to do something truly 
magnificent, he starts with an impossibility. 
                    —Armin Gesswein 
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Remembering 
 

Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there. I do not sleep. 

I am a thousand winds that blow’ 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain; 

I am the gentle Autumn’s rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, 

I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 

I am the soft star that shines at night, 
Do not stand at my grave and cry 

I am not there; I did not die. 
 
 

Holy Humor  
 
“I have met worldwide a fellowship of joyous 
persons whose outlook and character are shaped by 
the reality and power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
“They are men and women who take joy in the 
redemption and the renewal Christ offers, a 
company of believers of every race and color on 
every continent and of every walk of life. 
 
“All have this in common: whereas like Saul of 
Tarsus they were once unbelievers who considered 
Christians a strange lot even if they did not openly 
persecute them, now like C.S. Lewis they declare 
themselves ‘surprised by joy’ a matchless, 
incomparable joy.” 
          —Carl, R.H. Henry 
 
 
“The Christian should be an alleluia from head to 
foot.”                              —Augustine (430 A.D.) 
 
When a bit of sunshine hits ye, 
After passing of a cloud, 
When a fit of laughter gits ye, 
An’ yer spine is feelin’ proud, 
Don’t fergit to up and fling it 
As a soul that’s feelin’ blue, 
For the minute that ye sling it, 
It’s a boomerang to you! 
                         —John Wallace Crawford 
              American poet and frontier scout (1847)  

When a new building had to be constructed on 
Vatican grounds, the architect submitted the plans 
to Pope John XXIII, who shortly afterward returned 
them with these three latin words written in the 
margin: Non sumus angeli, meaning “We are not 
angels.” The architect and his staff couldn’t figure 
out what the Pope meant, until finally someone 
noticed that the plans did not include bathrooms. 
 
   —Msgr. Arthur Tonne  
   Jokes Priests Can Tell 
 
 
A Taste of Heaven 
 
When an admirer asked renowned pianist Vladmir 
Horowitz how he could play so beautifully, he’s 
said to have replied that anyone could play the 
notes, but the true music lay in the pauses between 
them. The same can be said of life. 
 
Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom of the Heart) writes, “It 
is in the pauses—the rests, the spaces in between—
that meaning is made and that holiness is felt.” 
Nowadays we keep so busy there’s hardly a pause 
or space in our day. 
 
“But that’s not the way God created us or the 
world,” Moffic continues. “God worked, then 
rested. God created, then paused…Thus, our 
Sabbath is the day when we can marvel at the 
beauty of the world God created. It is the day we 
enjoy what the ancient sages called ‘a taste of 
heaven.’ It is a day when we stop thinking about the 
what of life and remind ourselves of the way of 
life.” 
 
 
What’s Your Calling? 
 
When you have a sense of calling—whether it’s to 
be a musician, soloist, artist, in one of the technical 
fields or a plumber—there is something deep and 
enriching when you realize it isn’t just a casual 
choice; it’s a divine calling. That’s not limited to 
vocational Christian service, by any means. 
 
   —Charles R. Swindoll 
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Beatitude in Action  
 
After a renowned career in academia, priest and 
author Henri Nouwen devoted his final years to 
living in community with and caring for adults with 
severe developmental disabilities. A friend once 
asked Nouwen if it might make more sense to spend 
his remaining time writing. “I am not giving up 
anything,” he answered. “It is I, not Adam (the man 
he helped with the most basic needs) who gets the 
main benefit from our friendship.” Nouwen didn’t 
merely read Jesus’ beatitude “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 
5:7). He lived it. 

 —Based on I Am in Here by                
Elizabeth Bonder and Virginia Breen 

 
 
Names that Bear Witness 
 
Nigerian couple Sam and Mary Ayeni gave their 
three girls names that reflect God’s wondrous ways. 
The first-born is named Marvelous to declare that 
God blessed the couple with a daughter as well as a 
much needed job. 
 
Next to arrive were conjoined twins Miracle and 
Testimony. “When I first saw them the way they 
were, I said it is a miracle that they are alive,” 
recounts their mother. “When God did that miracle, 
I would surely give testimony.” Indeed, God 
continued to work wonders. 
 
The family was flown to Tennessee, where the 
twins were successfully separated just shy of their 
first birthday. Local groups, churches and countless 
individuals have supported the family with material 
goods, living space, groceries, friendship and 
prayer.  
 
As of this writing, the girls are making strong 
progress. One is nearly walking, and the other talks 
nonstop. Her favorite words, learned from big sister 
Marvelous are “Amen!” and “Hallelujah!” 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT WHO OBTAINED 0% 
ON AN EXAM  
I would have given him 100%! Each answer is 
absolutely grammatically correct, and funny too. 
The teacher had no sense of humor .   
 
Q1.In which battle did Napoleon die?    
A. his last battle  
  
Q2. Where was the Declaration of Independence 
signed?   A. at the bottom of the page  
  
Q3. River Ravi flows in which state?   A. liquid  
  
Q4. What is the main reason for divorce?    
A. marriage  
  
Q5. What is the main reason for failure?   A. xams  
  
Q6. What can you never eat for breakfast?    
A. Lunch & dinner  
  
Q7. What looks like half an apple?    
A. The other half  
  
Q8. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea what 
will it become?   A. Wet  
  
Q9. How can a man go eight days without sleeping? 
A. No problem, he sleeps at night.  
  
Q10. How can you lift an elephant with one hand?    
A. You will never find an elephant that has one 
hand.    
 
Q11. If you had three apples and four oranges in 
one hand and four apples and three oranges in other 
hand, what would you have?   A. Very large hands  
  
Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, 
how long would it take four men to build it?    
A. No time at all, the wall is already built.  
  
Q13. How can you drop a raw egg onto a concrete 
floor without cracking it?  
A. Any way you want, concrete floors are very hard 
to crack.  
 



 
 

10 

 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2 

3  
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Holy Communion 
Hunger Offering 

4 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm 
At Crosslake 
Lutheran, Crosslake 

5 6 
Choir practice 5:00  

7 
Annual Reports 
due to secretary 

8 
Eddie Gard funeral 
2:00 p.m. Bars and 
Cookies needed 

9 
Gloria Goldenstein 
funeral 11:00 Bars 
and Cookies needed 

10 Choir Sings 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Hat Day/Rally Day 
Coffee Time 

11 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm 
At Crosslake 
Lutheran, Crosslake 

12 13 
Choir practice 5:00 

14 15 16 

17 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 
Annual Meeting & 
Pot Luck 

18 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm 
At Crosslake 
Lutheran, Crosslake 

19 20 
Choir practice 5:00 
 
Dinner set-up 6:00 
p.m. at the church. 

21 Pork Dinner 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Many helpers 
needed! 

22 23 
Newsletter 
Deadline!!! 

24 Choir Sings 
Worship Schedule 
9:30 Worship 

 

25 
A.A.,Alanon 7 pm 
At Crosslake 
Lutheran, Crosslake 

26 
SCC meets 2:00 at 
the church Jo 
Swoverland Hostess 

27 
Newsletter  
assembly 2:00 
 
Choir practice 5:00 

28 
Senior Foot Care 
10:30-1:30 at The 
Warehouse in 
Pine River. Cost 
$25 

 

29 

 
 

30 
Jul Kaffe Fest at 
Crosslake Luth. 
8:30-2:00 p.m. 
Lunch $6.50 from 
10:30 until gone. 

       

 
2017 

September 

Deacon: Carol Buchite Altar: Jo 
Swoverland Ushers: Al & Carol Buchite 
Coffee Time: Tracy & Danette Raph 

I am only one. But I am one; I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do; and what I ought to do, by the grace of God, I will do. 

Teen Challenge Concert coming 
on Dec. 17. Mark your Calendars 
now! Potluck following concert.  
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